






Focus Groups --
Four Recurring Themes

Teachers often don’t teach human evolution if it’s not 
assessed by statewide standardized testing.

When teachers verbally “frame” evolution to preempt 
resistance in the classroom, some students may interpret 

the words as equivocation.

Parochial school teachers may experience less pressure 
than their public-school counterparts to insert non-scientific 

views into science classrooms. 

Students may be far less concerned about evolution versus 
creationism and intelligent design than many of the adults 

around them. 



BOARD RESOLUTION

“A.A.A.S. strongly opposes 
attacks on the integrity
on science and science education.”

-A.A.A.S. Board of Directors,
19 February 2006



















“It is interesting to contemplate a tangled bank, 
clothed with many plants of many kinds, with birds 
singing on the bushes, with various insects flitting 
about, and with worms crawling through the damp 
earth, and to reflect that these elaborately 
constructed forms, so different from each other, 
and dependent upon each other in so complex a 
manner, have all been produced by laws acting 
around us.” 

-- Charles Darwin, The Origin of 
Species



“There is grandeur in this view of life, with its several powers,
having been originally breathed by the Creator into a few 
forms or into one; and that, whilst this planet has gone cycling
on according to the fixed law of gravity, from so simple a 
beginning endless forms most beautiful and most wonderful 
have been, and are being, evolved.”

-- Charles Darwin









www.aaas.org


