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Support federal funding for  
research & development 

We	  are	  at	  risk	  of	  ceding	  our	  global	  leadership	  in	  suppor5ng	  R&D	  

Research & Development drives economic growth 

•  Insights derived from basic 
research lead to innovations 
that impact our lives daily 
•  MRI machines rely on basic 

research on the structure of 
atoms 

•  Modern GPS systems rely 
on basic research into 
gravity and atomic physics 

•  Today’s ubiquitous touch 
screens derive from basic 
research into capacitive 
sensing and human 
computer interfaces 

•  US leadership in science & 
technology is important to 
our economic and national 
security 

•  Federal funding for R&D 
has been declining for the 
past decade 

•  US ranks 10th in total R&D 
funding (from all sources) 
as a percent of GDP 

•  Sequestration-level 
funding for discretionary 
programs will continue the 
downward trend in federal 
R&D funding 
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Support university research and  
the STEM workforce 

Federal funding provides the majority of support for university research 
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•  Federal funding for 
university R&D 
includes competitive, 
merit-based research 
grants and student 
fellowships 

•  This funding 
supports student and 
faculty researchers as 
well as local research 
infrastructure 

•  Funding for 
university R&D is on 
the decline despite 
growing 
contributions from 
other sources 

Workers	  in	  advanced	  industries	  have	  seen	  greater	  wage	  growth	  than	  their	  peers	  

•  Those with STEM 
degrees earn more 
than their 
counterparts without 
STEM degrees 

•  Those working in 
STEM fields, 
regardless of degree, 
earn more than those 
working in other 
employment sectors 


