
Talking Points for CASE Capitol Hill Meetings 

The goal of the these meetings is to introduce yourself to the Congressman and his/her staff, discuss 

your research and its impact locally and nationally, and share with them your thoughts on the 

importance of federal support for R&D and education.  Below are some suggested talking points.  

Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

 America’s innovation depends on both funding of scientific R&D development and 

cultivating a talented workforce. 

 Since the 1950s, more than half of America’s economic growth has been tied to scientific 

discovery and technological innovation.  

 Whether its touch screens, GPS, or the MRI machine, investment in R&D has spawned 

countless start-up businesses and allowed larger companies to revitalize their products.  

 However, research takes time and is the reason why the bulk of basic R&D in the United 

States is conducted at universities or national labs and supported by the federal government  

 While there is no way to predict what research will yield a discovery -- it is almost certain that 

the loss of innovation that results from reduced science funding will be impossible to recoup.  

 These innovations will have enormous impacts for our health, safety, environment, economy 

or quality of life. 

 

Funding of Science and Technology 

 Federal funding for R&D has been on a downward trend for the past decade and has not 

exceeded 5 percent of the federal budget since 1990.   

 The US has fallen to 10
th
 place in R&D investments as a percent of GDP and is failing to keep 

pace with competitor’s investments in R&D.  

 Funding for R&D in FY 2014 accounted for just 3.4 percent of the federal budget, which is a 

historic low point.  

 Sequester has caused substantial cuts in science and many other priorities, and though 

temporary agreements have allayed drastic cuts, federal funding for science has remained 

effectively flat.   

 We urge you to support predictable and sustained funding for federal R&D FY 2016 and 

beyond.  

 

Thinking like a Scientist  

 The reason science is so important is not only because of the innovations it spurs, but how it 

trains people to think and act. 

 Science is a way of asking questions so they can be answered empirically and 

verifiably, involving open communication and an invitation for others to check your 

work.  

 It is important that we cultivate a scientifically literate workforce and also use the scientific 

method in drafting legislation and regulations. 


