
Solutions for the Research, Development 
and Innovation Community

About Us
The AAAS Research Competitiveness Program provides ex-

pert advice to those investing in, supporting, and managing 

activities in science and technology around the world. For 

more than ten years, in thirty states, RCP staff have assem-

bled and led carefully tailored teams of scientists, engineers, 

policy makers, and innovators to provide expert peer review 

and guidance to clients in such areas as technology-based 

economic development, strategic planning, capacity build-

ing, and evaluation. To accomplish this work, RCP draws on 

a network of experts that includes researchers from all areas 

of science and technology; persons expe-

rienced in product development and 

technology transfer; and entre-

preneurs and business manag-

ers from all fields. This work is 

carried out under the auspices 

of AAAS, the world’s largest 

general scientific society.

Our Clients and Projects
Our clients include state and federal agencies, state-wide 

research programs, university consortia, and individual re-

search institutions.  

Some of our previous work includes:

• Assisting organizations in research and development 

infrastructure improvement

• Guiding universities in implementing and

administering effective technology transfer policies 

• Conducting comprehensive departmental and

organizational reviews

• Helping local groups (universities, government and

economic development corporations) align their

strategic initiatives to drive growth

• Advising on impacts of research investments and

informing research management and planning

• Assessing statewide science and technology plans

• Providing sponsoring agencies with objective

evaluation of competitive proposals for research,

development and innovation programs

Serving 30 States and Growing
The AAAS RCP team has experience working in the U.S. 

and internationally by assisting universities, research 

institutions, and state government agencies that 

support R&D. This includes examining the area 

of “research competitiveness” through policy 

studies and symposia as well as providing direct 

assistance and advice to researchers.



To discuss potential projects, or for further information, please contact:

Dr. Charlie Dunlap
1200 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005 

P: 202-326-7047       F: 202-842-3871
E-mail: cdunlap@aaas.org       www.aaas.org/rcp

Our Clients
Below is a partial list of our recent clients.

• Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

• Austrian Research Promotion Agency

• Desert Research Institute

• Environmental Protection Agency

• King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology

• Maine Technology Institute

• Michigan Economic Development Corporation

• Rice University

• South Dakota State University

• United States Geological Survey

• University of Missouri

• University of New England

• University of South Florida

• Washington Life Sciences Discovery Fund Authority

• Over two dozen NSF EPSCoR and
NIH INBRE Programs

The Life Sciences Discovery Fund invests a portion of Washington 

State’s tobacco settlement funds in innovative biomedical re-

search aimed at improving health and health care, fostering 

economic development and keeping Washington’s life sciences 

sector as competitive as possible. The Fund runs several differ-

ent competitive granting programs and its ability to make high 

quality investments is hinged upon superb expert review.  We are 

pleased to have contracted with the AAAS RCP to provide expert 

review services.

John DeRosier 

Director of Programs 

Life Sciences Discovery Fund, State of Washington

AAAS’s Research Competitiveness Program has helped MTI ex-

ecute high-impact technology development and commercializa-

tion programs. They’ve done this by providing quality technical 

reviews of applications for two multi-million dollar competitive 

award programs. Along the way, we’ve benefited from their deep 

experience providing similar assistance to other states as well as 

from working with their professional and responsive staff.

Betsy Biemann 

President 

Maine Technology Institute

I want to thank you and AAAS for providing technical assistance 

to Mississippi State University’s first Technology Transfer Forum…

The three consultant-experts were a perfect match. Their presenta-

tions provided some benchmarks and guidance for our program.

Melvin C. Ray  

Associate Vice President for Economic Development 

Mississippi State University

About AAAS
Since 1848, AAAS has worked to advance science and serve 

society. This includes publishing Science, the world’s most 

widely read scientific journal, as well as managing pro-

grams that address science policy, workforce development 

and diversity, diplomacy, public engagement with science,  

and education.




