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May 2, 2007

The Honorable Doris Matsui

U.S. House of Representatives
H2-389 Ford House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Rep. Matsui:

Thank you for your support in the recent passage of the reauthorization for the National
Science Foundation (NSF) by the House Science and Technology Committee.

As you prepare to debate the NSF reauthorization bill (H.R. 1867) on the floor, I would
like to express our support for your efforts to improve scientific communication with the
public. For over 50 years, the NSF has had a unique role in supporting basic research
across the spectrum of scientific disciplines. This support has led to remarkable advances
in fields as disparate as nanotechnology and economic theory.

While federal support of scientific research is of critical importance to innovation, it is
also very important that we find ways to make sure that science is effectively used to
advance the human condition. Scientists and engineers must have the tools needed to
communicate the work that they do. The ability to more effectively communicate
scientific information may inspire more children to pursue a career in science. It certainly
will help create a higher quality dialogue among the research community, the citizens
whose investment it relies upon, and the broad society it ultimately serves.

Sincerely,

Alan 1. Leshner

American Association for the Advancement of Science
1200 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005 USA
Tel: 202 326 6639 Fax: 202 3719526
E-mail: aleshner@aaas.org



