
AAAS - www.aaas.org/spp/rd - Connecticut – December 2002 

AAAS State R&D Profiles - Connecticut 
 
- Connecticut received $897 million in federal R&D in FY 2000, 1.2 percent of the national total, 
which gives it a ranking of 21st among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is 
home to 3.4 million people, or 1.2 percent of the total U.S. population (29th in rank). Its gross 
state product in 2000 was $159 billion (1.6 percent of the national gross domestic product and 
22nd among the 50 states and DC; see Facts and Rankings). 
 
- Connecticut ranks 12th in federal R&D per capita with $263 per person, slightly below the 
national average of $269. 
 
- DOD is the largest federal supporter of R&D in Connecticut. DOD obligated $375 million in 
R&D funds to the state in FY 2000, nearly all of which went to private industry. HHS came in 
second at $325 million, nearly all which went to universities and colleges; NASA came in third at 
$111 million (see Table 1).  
 
- Federal R&D is performed primarily by industry (57 percent) and universities and colleges (37 
percent), with small amounts by other performers. DOD is the largest sponsor of industrial R&D 
with $358 million. Major industrial performers in the state include the Electric Boat Corporation 
in Groton, a submarine and shipbuilding defense contractor. United Technologies Corporation, 
Analysis & Technology, Inc., and Hughes Danbury Optical Systems, Inc., are other major 
recipients of DOD R&D funds. DOE's support of industrial firms includes the Energy Research 
Corporation in Danbury.  
 
- Connecticut has a strong tradition of academic research in both its public and private universities. 
Yale University in New Haven is the leading research university in Connecticut, ranking 15th 
among the top 100 university recipients of federal R&D with $260 million in FY 2000 (see Table 
2). Like many academic institutions, Yale receives most of its federal R&D funding from the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) in HHS ($226 million in FY 2000). Yale ranks 8th among 
university recipients of HHS R&D funds. Yale received 78.2 percent of its total R&D funding 
from the federal government, a relatively large figure compared to the national average of 58.2 
percent (see Table 3). The remainder of Yale's R&D funds was supplied by institutional funds, 
industry, and other sources. 
 
- The University of Connecticut (U Conn) is the other major research university in the state, 
ranking 77th out of the top university recipients of federal R&D with $66 million in FY 2000, 
again mostly from HHS. U Conn is far less reliant on federal funds than Yale, and received only 
41 percent of its R&D funds from the federal government in FY 2000 (see Table 3), with the 
remainder coming mostly from institutional funds (most of which came indirectly through state 
appropriations).  
 
- Total R&D performance in Connecticut totaled $4.9 billion in 2000 (see Table 4). Industrial 
firms spent $4.2 billion of their own funds on R&D in their labs in 2000. This represents more 
than 85 percent of all R&D expenditures in Connecticut, far outpacing the federal role. A strong 
and diverse collection of businesses make up Connecticut's R&D base. The state's technological 
strengths are in the areas of aerospace, advanced manufacturing, and computer hardware and 
software. General Electric (GE), the state's largest employer, performs a wide range of research in 
the state, from development of jet engines to advanced materials and electronics. United 
Technologies has numerous research labs in the state, such as its research center in Hartford, 
which focuses on science related to helicopters and advanced propulsion, and the Pratt and 
Whitney Jet Engines Division in Middletown, which tests and produces jet engines.  
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  



AAAS - www.aaas.org/spp/rd - Connecticut – December 2002 

DOD $375m
43%

HHS $325m
36%

NASA $111m
12%

DOE $28m
3%

NSF $27m
3%

DOT $13m
1%

Other $19m.
2%

Federal R&D to Connecticut by Agency
FY 2000 (obligations in millions of dollars)

Total: $897 million

Source: National Science Foundation, Federal Funds for Research and 
Development, Fiscal Years 2000, 2001, and 2002, 2002. 
R&D = conduct of R&D and R&D plant.
JUNE '02 © 2002 AAAS

Chart 1. 

industry $511m.

univs./colleges 
$332m.

nonprofits $30m.
state/local $5m.

federal labs $20m.

Federal R&D to Connecticut by Performer
FY 2000 (obligations in millions of dollars)

Total: $897 million

Source: National Science Foundation, Federal Funds for Research and 
Development, Fiscal Years 2000, 2001, and 2002, 2002. 
R&D = conduct of R&D and R&D plant.
JUNE '02 © 2002 AAAS

Chart 2. 



AAAS - www.aaas.org/spp/rd - Connecticut – December 2002 

NSF 425m
8%

DOD $12m
4%

DOE $10m
3%

NASA $4m
1%

HHS $272m
82%

USDA $4m
1%

All Other $4m.
1%

Federal R&D to Connecticut Universities and Colleges 
FY 2000 (obligations in millions of dollars)

Total: $332 million

Source: National Science Foundation, Federal Science and Engineering Support to 
Universities, Colleges, and Nonprofit Institutions, FY 2000 , 2002. 
R&D = conduct of R&D and R&D plant.
JUNE 2002 © 2002 AAAS

Chart 3. 

Yale U $260m

U Connecticut $66m

Wesleyan U $4m All Other $2m.

Federal R&D to Connecticut Universities and Colleges 
FY 2000 (obligations in millions of dollars)

Total: $332 million

Source: National Science Foundation, Federal Science and Engineering Support to 
Universities, Colleges, and Nonprofit Institutions, FY 2000 , 2002. 
R&D = conduct of R&D and R&D plant.
JUNE 2002 © 2002 AAAS

Chart 4. 



AAAS - www.aaas.org/spp/rd - Connecticut – December 2002 

0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

1.2

1.4

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000

Federal R&D to Connecticut, FY 1970-2000
(billions of constant FY 2002 dollars)

Source: National Science Foundation, Federal Funds for 
Research and Development Historical Tables, 2002.
R&D = conduct of R&D and R&D plan
JUNE '02 © 2002 AAAS

Chart 5. 

0.0%

0.5%

1.0%

1.5%

2.0%

2.5%

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000

CT share federal R&D               CT share U.S. population

Connecticut share of federal R&D, FY 1970-2000
(percent of total federal R&D)

Source: National Science Foundation, Federal Funds for 
Research and Development Historical Tables, 2002.
R&D = conduct of R&D and R&D plant.
JUNE '02 © 2002 AAAS

Chart 6.  


