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AAAS State R&D Profiles - Illinois 
 
- Illinois received $1.5 billion in federal R&D in FY 2000, 2.0 percent of the national total, which gives it a 
ranking of 15th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is home to 12.4 million people, 
or 4.4 percent of the total U.S. population (5th in rank). Its gross state product in 2000 was $467 billion (4.7 
percent of the national gross domestic product and 5th among the 50 states and DC; see Facts and 
Rankings). 
 
- Illinois is home to several leading research universities as well as two federally funded research and 
development centers (FFRDCs) that perform cutting-edge basic research in physics. Illinois also has a 
strong industrial R&D sector: in 2000, total R&D in Illinois was $12.8 billion, of which $10.7 billion was 
funded by industry (see Table 4).  
 
- There are many high-tech firms in Illinois, including Motorola, headquartered in Schaumburg. Although 
its R&D operations are increasingly globalized, Motorola has a number of R&D laboratories in the state 
which focus on automotive and communications technologies. Caterpillar, the Ameritech Corporation and 
AT&T also maintain R&D laboratories in the state.  
 
- Illinois boasts a number of leading research universities, with four receiving more than $100 million each 
in federal R&D obligations in FY 2000: the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign ($171 million, 27th 
in rank among the top university recipients of federal R&D), Northwestern University ($150 million, 
32nd), the University of Chicago ($145 million, 33rd), and the University of Illinois Chicago ($102 million, 
53rd; see Table 2 and Chart 4). 
 
- The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign is unusual among the major research universities in that 
it receives half of its federal R&D support from the National Science Foundation (NSF), for a total of $87 
million in FY 2000. The institution is the second-largest university recipient of NSF funds nationwide. NSF 
is the major sponsor, in collaboration with NASA, DOD, the state government, and corporate partners, of 
the National Center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA). NCSA is most famous for inventing 
Mosaic, the first widely available Web browser and the one credited with popularizing the use of the 
Internet. The school also ranks 5th in the nation in R&D funds from USDA.  
 
- Northwestern University ($106 million out of $150 million) and the University of Chicago ($113 out of 
$145 million) received most of their federal R&D support from the National Institutes of Health of HHS, in 
FY 2000. Northwestern University also received $21 million from NSF, part of which funds the NSF 
Center for Science and Technology of Advanced Cement-Based Materials (ACBM), dedicated to 
interdisciplinary research and graduate education in cement-based materials. These two institutions are 
each home to an NSF Materials Research Science and Engineering Center.  
 
- Federal labs received $96 million in federal R&D funds in FY 2000 (see Table 1 and Chart 2). USDA 
accounted for $45 million in research mostly at the National Center for Agricultural Utilization Research in 
Peoria, which develops new uses for agricultural commodities and transfers agricultural research results to 
users, but also for smaller labs in Evanston and on the University of Illinois campus. DOD also spent $45 
million in FY 2000 on research at its labs, mostly for research at the Construction Engineering Research 
Laboratories in Urbana-Champaign which conduct research aimed at improving the safety and operational 
efficiency of the Army's infrastructure, but also for smaller labs in Chicago and Rock Island.  
 
- Illinois is home to Argonne National Laboratory and Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory (FermiLab), 
both DOE-funded federally funded research and development centers (FFRDCs), making DOE the largest 
federal sponsor of R&D in the state with $605 million, nearly all ($549 million) of which went to these two 
labs (see Table 1 and Chart 1). DOE spends 8.8 percent of its total R&D portfolio in the state. 
 
- Argonne National Laboratory is located in Argonne and FermiLab in Batavia. FFRDCs are hybrid 
organizations that are owned by the federal government and perform R&D for the federal government but 
are operated under contract by outside organizations. Argonne is managed by the University of Chicago, 
and FermiLab is managed by the Universities Research Association. The labs play a strong role in DOE's 
basic research portfolio and perform R&D that serves all three of DOE's major research missions in 
national security, energy, and fundamental science (especially physics). The labs are also important for 
their large-scale scientific user facilities, such as the Advanced Photon Source (APS) at Argonne and the 
Tevatron accelerator at FermiLab.  
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