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AAAS State R&D Profiles – New Jersey 
 
- New Jersey received nearly $2.0 billion in federal R&D in FY 2000, 2.6 percent of the national total, 
which gives it a ranking of 12th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is home to 8.4 
million people, or 3.0 percent of the total U.S. population (9th in rank). Its gross state product in 2000 was 
$363 billion (3.7 percent of the national gross domestic product and 8th among the 50 states and DC; see 
Facts and Rankings). 
 
- New Jersey ranks 13th in federal R&D per capita at $235 per person, nearly 90 percent of the national 
average of $269. 
 
- DOD is by far the largest federal supporter of R&D in New Jersey, sending $1.5 billion to the state in FY 
2000.  HHS comes in a distant second at $190 million; DOE and DOT come in third and fourth at $82 
million and $72 million, respectively (see Table 1 and Chart 1).  
 
- New Jersey is home to the Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory (PPPL), a FFRDC sponsored by DOE 
and operated by Princeton University (see Table 1). PPPL’s primary mission is fusion energy and plasma 
physics research; an associate mission is to provide high-quality education in fusion energy, plasma physics 
and related technologies. The lab received $65 million in FY 2000.  
 
- Universities and colleges received only 15 percent of federal R&D funding to New Jersey in FY 2000 
($295 million; see Table 1 and Chart 2). Princeton University, Rutgers University and the University of 
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey received more than 90 percent of these federal R&D dollars. 
 
- New Jersey’s independent nonprofit research institutions received $21 million in federal funds in FY 2000 
(see Table 1 and Chart 2). Included among these is the Center for Molecular Medicine and Immunology, 
which ranked 40th among nonprofit research institutions nationwide in federal R&D support. 
 
- Most federal funding at universities and colleges is provided by HHS, which directed $116 million to 
New Jersey’s higher education institutions (see Table 2 and Chart 3). 
 
- With totals of $92 million, $91 million and $90 million, respectively, Princeton University, Rutgers 
University and the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey ranked 57th, 58th, and 61st 
nationwide among colleges and universities in federal R&D support (see Table 2). 
 
- Rutgers University ranked 43rd nationwide among colleges and universities in total R&D performed, the 
bulk of its funding comes from institutional sources (see Table 3). 
 
- Total R&D performance in New Jersey was $13.1 billion in 2000, the vast majority of which was industry 
funded, industry performed R&D ($11.8 billion; see Table 4 and accompanying chart). New Jersey ranks 
fourth among the states in total R&D performed, behind only California, Michigan, and New York. Some 
notable industrial firms located in New Jersey that perform R&D include Lucent Technologies, AT&T, 
Merck, Colgate-Palmolive, and Sarnoff Corporation. The concentration of these firms’ operations made 
R&D 3.62 percent of the state’s total economy in 2000, well above the ratio of 2.66 percent for the nation’s 
economy as a whole. 
 
- The flow of federal R&D funds to New Jersey has fluctuated greatly over the years because of the ups and 
downs in DOD’s development contracts (see Chart 5). The state has received as much as $3 billion in 
today’s dollars annually from the federal government compared to $2 billion or so in recent years. As a 
result, New Jersey’s share of federal R&D has fluctuated around New Jersey’s share of the U.S. population.  
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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Source: National Science Foundation, Federal Funds for Research and 
Development, Fiscal Years 2000, 2001, and 2002, 2002. 
R&D = conduct of R&D and R&D plant.
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