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AAAS State R&D Profiles – New Mexico 
 
- New Mexico received $2.3 billion in federal R&D in FY 2000, 3.0 percent of the national total, which 
gives it a ranking of 11th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state receives federal R&D 
far out of proportion to its size: the state is home to 1.8 million people, or 0.6 percent of the total U.S. 
population (36th in rank). Its gross state product in 2000 was $54 billion (0.5 percent of the national gross 
domestic product and 38th among the 50 states and DC; see Facts and Rankings). 
 
- New Mexico ranks 3rd in federal R&D per capita at a lofty $1,237 per person, more than 400 percent of 
the national average of $269. 
 
- New Mexico is a participant in the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) 
started by NSF to help states that traditionally have been underrepresented as recipients of federal R&D 
funds to become more competitive in winning federal R&D dollars.  The program has expanded to include 
funding from other federal agencies such as DOE, DOD, USDA, EPA, and NASA. New Mexico also 
participates in the Institutional Development Award (IDeA) program, a program administered by NIH that 
is designed to foster research in states that have not traditionally received significant levels of competitive 
funding from NIH.  
 
- DOE is by far the largest federal supporter of R&D in New Mexico, sending $1.4 billion to the state in FY 
2000.  DOD comes in second at $628 million; HHS and NASA come in third and fourth at $74 million and 
$54 million, respectively (see Table 1 and Chart 1).  
 
- The most noteworthy components of the federal R&D portfolio in New Mexico are two FFRDCs 
sponsored by DOE. FFRDCs are the largest recipient of federal R&D funds flowing to New Mexico, 
accounting for nearly 69 percent of the state's federal R&D portfolio (see Table 1 and Chart 2). New 
Mexico is the only state where FFRDCs are the leading performers of federal R&D. The Sandia National 
Laboratories (SNL), located in Albuquerque, are operated by Sandia Corporation, a subsidiary of Lockheed 
Martin. SNL's activities focus on the implementation of U.S. nuclear weapons policies by conducting R&D 
on nuclear weapons, arms control and weapons safety – focusing specifically on the design of all non-
nuclear components of U.S. nuclear weapons. The Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), located in 
Los Alamos, are operated by the University of California. LANL's activities continue to highlight its 
historical emphasis on nuclear weapons research, though its scope of activities has broadened. DOE's 
Stockpile Stewardship Program, in which LANL is the leading performer, works to ensure that the U.S. 
nuclear stockpile is safe and reliable by using leading-edge technologies ranging from large-scale 
computing to hydrodynamic testing. Together, they received $1.6 billion in federal R&D in FY 2000, split 
nearly equally between the two. 
 
- Federal labs are the second largest recipient of federal funds flowing to New Mexico, constituting nearly 
15 percent of the federal R&D portfolio in the state in FY 2000. The most prominent facility in this 
category is the White Sands Missile Range, a unit of DOD. Under the operational control of the U.S. Army 
Test and Evaluation Command, White Sands is a multiservice test range that supports the development of 
missiles for the Army, Navy, Air Force, NASA and other governmental agencies. 
 
- Universities and colleges received 5 percent of federal R&D funding to New Mexico in FY 2000 ($117 
million; see Table 1 and Chart 2).  Slightly more than 70 percent of this money went to the University of 
New Mexico. 
 
- Most federal funding at universities and colleges is provided by HHS, which directed $45 million to New 
Mexico’s higher education institutions (see Table 2 and Chart 3). With a total of $87 million from all 
agencies, the University of New Mexico ranked 64th nationwide among colleges and universities in federal 
R&D support. The University of New Mexico relied on federal funds for more 75 percent of its R&D 
funding in FY 2000 (see Table 3). 
 
- Total R&D performance in New Mexico was $3.1 billion in 2000, $2.8 billion of which was funded by 
the federal government (see Table 4). This amount dwarfed the contribution of industry, which funded only 
$232 million in R&D in 2000. By contrast, in the nation as a whole industrial firms funded two-thirds and 
performed three-quarters of all U.S. R&D.  
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- Because of the DOE FFRDCs in the state, R&D is a major part of the New Mexico economy. R&D was 
5.68 percent of the state’s economy in 2000, second only to Michigan’s 5.81 percent among the states and 
more than double the national ratio of 2.66 percent.  
 
- Federal R&D to the state has fluctuated greatly because of changing DOD and DOE missions, especially 
the relative importance of nuclear weapons R&D to the nation’s defense strategy.  Not surprisingly, federal 
R&D to New Mexico peaked at the height of the Cold War in the mid 1980s, reaching $4 billion in today’s 
dollars. The end of the Cold War brought about significant downsizing of R&D activity at Los Alamos, 
Sandia, and the DOD labs, and now federal R&D is a little over half the peak funding level (see Chart 5).  
After bottoming out in FY 1998, the flow of federal R&D dollars has been increasing again in recent years 
as DOE’s Stockpile Stewardship program to use scientific methods to replace nuclear testing has gained 
importance. While New Mexico’s share of federal R&D has declined to the 3 percent level after exceeding 
5 percent during the Cold War, the state still pulls in a far greater share of the federal R&D portfolio than 
its share of the U.S. population (see Chart 6).  
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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Federal R&D to New Mexico by Agency
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Source: National Science Foundation, Federal Funds for Research and 
Development, Fiscal Years 2000, 2001, and 2002, 2002. 
R&D = conduct of R&D and R&D plant.
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