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AAAS State R&D Profiles - Nevada 
 
- Nevada received $270 million in federal R&D in FY 2000, 0.4 percent of the national total, which gives it 
a ranking of 33rd among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is home to 2.0 million people, 
or 0.7 percent of the total U.S. population (35th in rank). Its gross state product in 2000 was $75 billion (0.8 
percent of the national gross domestic product and 32nd among the 50 states and DC; see Facts and 
Rankings). 
 
- Nevada ranks 31st in federal R&D per capita at $134 per person, roughly half of the US average of $269 
per person. 
 
- Nevada is a participant in the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) 
started by NSF to help states that traditionally have been underrepresented as recipients of federal R&D 
funds to become more competitive in winning federal R&D dollars.  The program has expanded to include 
funding from other federal agencies such as DOE, DOD, USDA, EPA, and NASA. Nevada also 
participates in the Institutional Development Award (IDeA) program, a program administered by NIH that 
is designed to foster research in states that have not traditionally received significant levels of competitive 
funding from NIH. 
 
- DOE is by far the largest federal supporter of R&D in Nevada, sending $178 million to the state in FY 
2000.  DOD comes in a distant second at $29 million; HHS comes in third at $27 million (see Table 1 and 
Chart 1).  
 
- Universities and colleges received 15 percent of federal R&D funding to Nevada in FY 2000 ($40 
million; see Table 1 and Chart 2), the majority of these funds going to the University of Nevada at Reno. 
 
- Most federal funding at universities and colleges is provided by DOE, which directed $19 million to 
Nevada’s higher education institutions (see Table 2 and Chart 3). 
 
- The University of Nevada at Reno, the Desert Research Institute, and the University of Nevada at Las 
Vegas – all members of the University and Community College System of Nevada – collectively rely on 
federal sources for 56 percent of their R&D funding, slightly below the national average of 58 percent (see 
Table 3). 
 
- Nevada’s largest recipient of federal R&D funding is industry.  DOE is far and away the largest 
contributor, providing $173 million of the $204 million of industrially-performed federal R&D in FY 2000 
(see Table 1). The vast majority of this funding goes to Bechtel Nevada to manage operations at the Nevada 
Test Site (NTS). NTS was used for nuclear weapons testing for more than four decades until the nuclear 
weapons testing moratorium in 1992. It has since been diversified into other uses, including hazardous 
chemical spill testing, emergency response training, conventional weapons testing, and waste management 
and environmental technology studies. 
 
- Total R&D performance in the state was $377 million in 2000, $282 million (75 percent) of which was 
funded by the federal government, more than five times the amount of industry funded R&D (see Table 4). 
For the nation as a whole, the federal government funds one-third and industry nearly two-thirds of all 
R&D.  
 
- Federal R&D to Nevada has been steadily declining over the past few decades after peaking in FY 1983 at 
over $1 billion in today’s dollars (see Chart 5). As the Nevada Test Site has declined in importance to the 
nation with the slowdown and now ban on nuclear testing, nuclear testing R&D activities formerly carried 
out at the site have dwindled, and have not been replaced fully by new R&D work to characterize the 
Yucca Mountain site for nuclear waste. Since the mid-1990s, Nevada has received a smaller share of  
federal R&D than its share of the U.S. population (see Chart 6).  
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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