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AAAS State R&D Profiles - Oklahoma 
 
- Oklahoma received $189 million in federal R&D in FY 2000, 0.2 percent of the national total, which 
gives it a ranking of 42nd among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is home to 3.5 
million people, or 1.2 percent of the total U.S. population (27th in rank). Its gross state product in 2000 was 
$92 billion (0.9 percent of the national gross domestic product and 29th among the 50 states and DC; see 
Facts and Rankings). 
 
- Oklahoma ranks 48th in federal R&D per capita, and receives just $55 per person, far below the national 
average of $269. Oklahoma is a participant in the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive 
Research (EPSCoR) started by NSF to help states that traditionally have been underrepresented as 
recipients of federal R&D funds to become more competitive in winning federal R&D dollars.  The 
program has expanded to include funding from other federal agencies such as DOE, DOD, USDA, EPA, 
and NASA. Oklahoma also participates in the Institutional Development Award (IDeA) program, a 
program administered by NIH that is designed to foster research in states that have not traditionally 
received significant levels of competitive funding from NIH. 
 
- Oklahoma’s federal R&D funding comes from numerous different agencies.  The top funding agency is 
DOD at $57 million in FY 2000, followed by HHS ($48 million), USDA ($21 million), and NSF ($17 
million; see Table 1 and Chart 1).  
 
- The state’s federally funded R&D is divided relatively evenly among three classes of performers, with 
$70 million going to universities and colleges, $60 million to federal labs, and $42 million to industry (see 
Chart 2). 
 
- USDA spent a total of $13 million on R&D at federal labs in Oklahoma in FY 2000.  This total includes 
funding for four units of the agency’s Agricultural Research Service, including the Grazinglands Research 
Laboratory in El Reno, the South Central Agricultural Research Laboratory in Lane, the Plant Science and 
Water Conservation Research Laboratory in Stillwater, and the Southern Plains Range Research Station in 
Woodward. 
 
- EPA also spends a large sum at government labs, funding a total of $9 million for R&D in FY 2000. This 
funding goes primarily to the agency’s Subsurface Protection and Remediation Division in Ada, which 
focuses its activities on the structure and processes of the subsurface environment. 
 
- Other major labs include the National Severe Storms Laboratory in Norman, a unit of Commerce's 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration which conducts research to enhance the agency’s ability 
to provide forecasts of severe weather, and the Civil Aeromedical Institute in Oklahoma City, a unit of 
DOT’s Federal Aviation Administration which studies human performance in the aviation environment. 
 
- Slightly more than 40 percent of Oklahoma’s federally funded academic R&D comes from HHS, a total 
of $31 million. NSF ($16 million) is also a major contributor to the state’s universities and colleges (see 
Table 2 and Chart 3). More than two-thirds of this money went to the University of Oklahoma. 
 
- The University of Oklahoma is the state’s largest academic research institution.  The school’s R&D 
expenditures in FY 2000 totaled $151 million, 71st in the nation (see Table 3).  Forty percent of this total 
came from the federal government, with most of the rest coming from institutional funds.  State and local 
governments were a significant contributor as well, however, at $15 million. 
 
- Total R&D performance in the state in 2000 was $661 million, of which $348 million was funded by 
industry, double the amount funded by federal sources (see Table 4).  
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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