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AAAS State R&D Profiles - Oregon 
 
- Oregon received $472 million in federal R&D in FY 2000, 0.6 percent of the national total, which gives it 
a ranking of 26th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is home to 3.4 million people, 
or 1.2 percent of the total U.S. population (28th in rank). Its gross state product in 2000 was $119 billion 
(1.2 percent of the national gross domestic product and 26th among the 50 states and DC; see Facts and 
Rankings). 
 
- Oregon ranks 30th in federal R&D per capita at $138 per person, slightly more than half the national 
average of $269. 
 
- HHS is the largest sponsor of federal R&D in the state with $266 million in FY 2000, more than half of 
the total (see Table 1 and Chart 1), followed by far smaller amounts from USDA, DOE, NSF, and DOD. 
 
- Because of HHS' dominant role in the state and because most HHS funds go colleges and universities, 
Oregon's universities are the dominant performers of federal R&D in the state with nearly half the state 
total (see Table 1 and Chart 2). After many years of being in second place, recent spectacular growth in the 
NIH budget boosted Oregon Health Sciences University (OHSU) in Portland to the top university recipient 
of federal R&D in the state (50th nationwide). OHSU received $114 million in FY 2000, almost entirely 
from NIH (see Table 2 and Chart 4).  
 
- Oregon State University (OSU) in Corvallis received $66 million in federal R&D funds in FY 2000 from 
a mixture of federal agencies, to land in 79th place among the top university recipients of federal R&D. 
Because of its status as a land-grant university, OSU received $11 million from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) for its agricultural research programs, ranking 18th among the top university 
recipients of USDA R&D funds. The university is also host to several USDA laboratory units. OSU also 
received $20 million from NSF for research encompassing a variety of disciplines.  
 
- Federal laboratories in Oregon perform research aimed at maximizing economic opportunities from the 
state's natural resources. Federal labs received $90 million in R&D funds in FY 2000 (see Table 1 and 
Chart 1). USDA has the most extensive network in the state, with five agricultural research units in Burns, 
Corvallis, and Pendleton receiving a total of $29 million. The Department of the Interior also maintains 
several research units in the state, including the Forest and Rangeland Ecosystems Science Center in 
Corvallis. The Department of Commerce operates a research unit in Portland which investigates fisheries 
management issues.   
 
- Total R&D performance in the state was $2.1 billion in 2000, of which $1.6 billion was self-financed 
industry R&D (see Table 4). Although less research-intensive than its neighbors California and 
Washington, Oregon is nevertheless host to a number of internationally known high-technology firms that 
perform R&D in their own labs. Tektronix, a measurement, color printing, and video and networking 
company with headquarters in Beaverton, regularly invests 10 percent of its revenues on R&D and has won 
R&D contracts from the Department of Defense and the Department of Commerce.  
 
- Oregon also hosts satellite operations of high-tech companies based in other states. The Intel Corporation, 
one of the top 10 private-sector employers in the state, has a semiconductor manufacturing facility in 
Hillsboro. R&D on next-generation semiconductor manufacturing processes is performed there. Intel in 
Oregon is performing R&D for the Department of Energy to develop teraflop (trillions of computing 
operations a second) computing capabilities. Hewlett-Packard employs 4,000 in Corvallis and performs 
some product development there. 
 
- The flow of federal R&D funds has steadily increased over the past few decades, as Oregon’s universities, 
especially OHSU, have taken full advantage of steady growth in the NIH budget for biomedical research 
(see Chart 5). Although the state’s share of the total federal R&D portfolio still lags far behind its share of 
the U.S. population, Oregon’s share has tripled from 0.2 percent to 0.6 percent over the past three decades 
(see Chart 6).  
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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