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AAAS State R&D Profiles - Alaska 
 
- Alaska received $147 million in federal R&D in FY 2000, 0.2 percent of the national total, 
which gives it a ranking of 43rd among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is 
home to 628,000, or 0.2 percent of the total U.S. population (45th in rank). Its gross state product 
in 2000 was $28 billion (46th among the 50 states and DC; see Facts and Rankings). 
 
- Alaska ranks relatively high in federal R&D per capita at 14th, with $234 per person received in 
FY 2000. Alaska recently became a participant in the Experimental Program to Stimulate 
Competitive Research (EPSCoR) started by NSF to help states that traditionally have been 
underrepresented as recipients of federal R&D funds to become more competitive in winning 
federal R&D dollars.   
 
- Alaska has a small but diverse funding base for federal R&D, with several agencies contributing 
R&D funds. The Department of Commerce and the Department of the Interior are two of the 
largest funding sources at $35 million and $22 million, respectively, because Alaska's extreme 
weather conditions, large land mass and abundant natural resources offer scientific opportunities 
in line with these agencies' natural resources missions. Interior sends 3.9 percent of its R&D funds 
to Alaska. The Department of Defense (DOD) is the second-largest R&D funding source for 
Alaska with $27 million (see Table 1 and Chart 1).  
 
- Most of the Commerce and Interior R&D funds are spent in federal laboratories scattered 
throughout the state. Commerce spent $31 million out of its $35 million to Alaska in its own labs 
in FY 2000. Commerce labs in the state include: the Auke Bay Laboratory in Juneau, which 
conducts research on fisheries and marine environment; and the Kodiak Laboratory in Kodiak, 
also focused on fisheries issues. These labs are part of Commerce's National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Interior's U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) operates several 
labs in Alaska, which receive $18 million of the $22 million Interior total for the state. These labs 
include the Alaska Biological Science Center in Anchorage and the Alaska Cooperative Fish and 
Wildlife Research Unit in Fairbanks. 
 
- Universities and colleges received $51 million in federal R&D in FY 2000 (see Table 1 and 
Chart 2).  The leading research university in the state is the University of Alaska at Fairbanks, 
which received $47 million in federal R&D funds in FY 2000 (see Table 2 and Chart 4). Among 
its world-class research centers are the Geophysical Institute, the School of Fisheries and Ocean 
Sciences, the Arctic Region Supercomputing Center, and the Institute of Arctic Biology. 
 
- The university received $15 million from NSF in research grants, mostly in the school's expertise 
in arctic research. NASA was the second largest funding source with $15 million for its Alaska 
Synthetic Aperture Facility located on campus. This facility receives satellite data about changes 
in the Earth's natural features, which are made available to scientists worldwide. The university 
receives only 46 percent of its R&D funds from the federal government, however, compared to the 
national average of 58.4 percent (see Table 3).  
 
- Although nationally the federal government funds only a third of all R&D while industry funds 
two-thirds, in Alaska industry plays a small funding role while the federal government funds 70 
percent of all R&D in the state (2000; see Table 4 and accompanying chart). While industry is the 
largest performer of R&D in the U.S., performing 75 percent of all U.S. R&D, in Alaska 
universities and colleges perform the majority of R&D with $107 million out of $196 million. 
Because of the relatively small industrial R&D sector, R&D accounts for only 0.71 percent of the 
state economy compared to a national 2.66 percent, placing Alaska 45th in R&D intensity.  
 
 - Federal R&D funding to Alaska has mostly remained steady around the $100 million level (in 
today's dollars) for the past decade, except for a one-time spike in FY 1994 because of a one-year 
infusion of DOE funds to develop energy resources for Native Alaskans (see Chart 5).  Except for 
the upswing in FY 1994, Alaska has consistently received slightly less than 0.2 percent of federal 
R&D each year for the past decade, less than its share of the U.S. population (see Chart 6).  
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.
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