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- Arkansas received just 0.2 percent of federal R&D funding in FY 2000, a total of $120 million, 
which gives it a ranking of 44th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is 
home to 2.7 million, 0.9 percent of the total U.S. population (33rd in rank), and its gross state 
product in 2000 was $67.7 billion (0.7 percent of the national gross domestic product and 34th 
among the 50 states and DC; see Facts and Rankings). 
 
- Arkansas ranks 51st in federal R&D per capita at $45 per person, far below the $269 national 
average. 
 
- Arkansas is a participant in the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research 
(EPSCoR) started by NSF to help states that traditionally have been underrepresented as recipients 
of federal R&D funds to become more competitive in winning federal R&D dollars.  The program 
has expanded to include funding from agencies such as DOE, DOD, USDA, EPA, and NASA. 
Arkansas also participates in NIH’s similar Institutional Development Award (IDeA) program.  
 
- Over half of federal R&D funding to the state comes from HHS ($67 million in FY 2000).  The 
rest comes from USDA ($39 million), NSF ($5 million), and several other agencies (see Table 1 
and Chart 1).  
 
- Government labs are the second largest performers of federal R&D in Arkansas, with a total of 
$48 million in FY 2000.  Most of this funding comes from HHS ($25 million) and USDA ($21 
million). The largest federal lab in the state is the National Center for Toxicological Research in 
Jefferson, a unit of HHS’s Food and Drug Administration which conducts research on the 
biological mechanisms underlying the toxicity of products regulated by the agency. 
 
- Other major government labs include six units of the USDA’s Agricultural Research Service, 
including the Arkansas Children’s Nutrition Center in Little Rock, which conducts research on 
children’s diets; the Dale Bumpers Small Farms Research Center in Booneville, which focuses on 
the management of small-farm ecosystems; and the National Rice Germplasm Evaluation and 
Enhancement Center in Stuttgart, which performs research in support of the rice industry. 
 
- Universities and colleges are the largest category of federal R&D performer, with $63 million in 
FY 2000 (see Table 1 and Chart 2). The state’s largest academic performer of federal R&D is the 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences in Little Rock, which receives virtually all of the $35 
million HHS sends to academic institutions in Arkansas (see Table 2 and Chart 3).  The institution 
houses major research programs in aging, cancer, health services, mental health and substance 
abuse, neurosciences, nursing science, and nutrition. 
 
- The state’s other major research university is the University of Arkansas’s flagship campus in 
Fayetteville, which receives support from USDA and NSF.  The university is home to the 
Arkansas-Oklahoma Center for Space and Planetary Sciences, a joint project with the University 
of Oklahoma, the Center for Advanced Spatial Technologies, which specializes in geographic 
information systems, and the Center for Protein Structure and Function. 
 
- Industry is both the largest funding source and the largest performer of R&D in Arkansas, but 
receives just $3 million of R&D funding from federal government. Total R&D in Arkansas was 
$454 million in 2000 (see Table 4 and accompanying chart), of which $278 million came from 
industry funds.  
 
- Federal R&D funding to Arkansas has grown consistently over the last thirty years in real terms, 
from below $50 million a year annually in the 1970s to more than $100 million annually in recent 
years (see Chart 5), mostly because of expansions in HHS investments. This growth in dollar 
terms, however, has just barely kept up with growth in the overall federal R&D portfolio, so 
Arkansas' share of total federal R&D has fluctuated between 0.1 and 0.2 percent for the past three 
decades (see Chart 6), far less than the state's share of the U.S. population. 
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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Federal R&D to Arkansas by Agency
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Total: $120 million

Source: National Science Foundation, Federal Funds for Research and 
Development, Fiscal Years 2000, 2001, and 2002, 2002. 
R&D = conduct of R&D and R&D plant.
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