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AAAS State R&D Profiles - Colorado 
 
- Colorado received $1.4 billion in federal R&D in FY 2000, or 1.9 percent of the national total, 
which gives it a ranking of 16th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is 
home to 4.3 million people, or 1.5 percent of the total U.S. population (24th in rank). Its gross 
state product in 2000 was $168 billion (1.7 percent of the national gross domestic product and 21st 
among the 50 states and DC; see Facts and Rankings). 
 
- Colorado is strongly competitive for federal R&D funds. Colorado ranks 9th in federal R&D per 
capita at $325 per person, compared to the national average of $269. 
 
- DOD is the largest federal supporter of R&D in Colorado, sending $439 million to the state in 
FY 2000, followed by HHS ($255 million), NASA ($162 million), NSF ($156 million) and DOE 
($142 million; see Table 1 and Chart 1). 
 
- Universities and colleges received a quarter of federal R&D funding to Colorado in FY 2000 
($356 million; see Table 1 and Chart 2), the majority of this money going to the University of 
Colorado. The largest federal sponsor of R&D at universities and colleges is HHS, which directed 
$186 million to Colorado’s higher education institutions (see Table 2 and Chart 3). 
 
- With a total of $278 million from all agencies, the University of Colorado ranked 13th 
nationwide among colleges and universities in federal R&D support (see Table 2). The university 
ranks 2nd behind only Johns Hopkins among all universities nationwide in R&D funds received 
from NASA ($54 million). The university ranks 21st nationally among universities and colleges in 
total R&D performed. 85 percent of the university’s R&D funding comes from federal sources, far 
higher than the 58 percent average for all universities (see Table 3). 
 
- Colorado is home to two FFRDCs – the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) and the 
National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR). The mission of NREL (sponsored by the 
DOE’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy) is to develop renewable energy and 
energy efficient technologies and transfer such technologies to the private sector. NREL received 
$125 million in DOE R&D funds. NCAR was established in 1960 to serve as a focus for research 
on atmospheric and related science problems. NCAR is administered by the University 
Corporation for Atmospheric Research, the single largest recipient of NSF funding in FY 2000 
($93 million). 
 
- Colorado’s largest recipient of federal R&D funding is industry ($508 million).  DOD is the 
largest contributor, followed by NASA (see Table 1 and Chart 2). The majority of Colorado’s $4.2 
billion total R&D portfolio in 2000 was funded by industry out of its own funds ($2.7 billion; see 
Table 4 and accompanying chart). Including federal funds, private industry performed 74 percent 
of Colorado’s R&D in 2000.  
 
- Some notable industrial firms located in Colorado supported by federal R&D funds include 
Lockheed Martin, Antarctic Support Associates, Bell Aerospace and Technologies, and Kaman 
Sciences Corporation. 
 
- Colorado’s independent nonprofit research institutions received $65 million in federal funds in 
FY 2000 (see Table 1 and Chart 2).  The largest of these is the National Jewish Medical and 
Research Center in Denver, which carries out research on respiratory, immunologic, allergic and 
infectious diseases.  
 
- Federal R&D funding to Colorado grew significantly in the late 1980s and through the early 
1990s, but has fallen off since then (see Chart 5). During the period FY 1970-2000, Colorado 
generally received a greater share of the federal R&D portfolio than its share of the U.S. 
population (see Chart 6), though this share has declined in recent years. 
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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Source: National Science Foundation, Federal Funds for Research and 
Development, Fiscal Years 2000, 2001, and 2002, 2002. 
R&D = conduct of R&D and R&D plant.
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Source: National Science Foundation, Federal Science and Engineering Support to 
Universities, Colleges, and Nonprofit Institutions, FY 2000 , 2002. 
R&D = conduct of R&D and R&D plant.
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