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AAAS State R&D Profiles - District of Columbia 
 
- The District of Columbia (DC) received 3.2 percent of federal R&D funding in FY 2000, a total of $2.4 
billion, which gives it a ranking of 10th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The nation's 
capital is home to 572,000 people (50th in rank ahead of only Wyoming; see Facts and Rankings). 
 
- The District of Columbia is home to our nation’s seat of government and is headquarters of the majority 
of executive branch agencies and institutions that support and/or conduct federally sponsored research.  Not 
surprisingly, the primary performers of federal R&D are the federal labs that received $1.75 billion in FY 
2000 (see Table 1 and Chart 2).  The amount of federal R&D dollars that flow into the District of Columbia 
is deceiving, however, since it is difficult to determine how much of those funds actually remain in the 
District versus being performed under subcontract elsewhere. It is likely that the vast majority of federal 
R&D funds recorded as being spent in the District are actually spent elsewhere.  
 
- DOD is the largest sponsor of federally sponsored R&D in the District with obligations of $1.0 billion in 
FY 2000, most of which is eventually subcontracted elsewhere.  $833 million (80 percent) of that total 
amount was performed by federal labs.  The Naval Research Laboratory, Walter Reed Medical Center, and 
the Oceanographer of the Navy are all major R&D facilities headquartered in the District of Columbia that 
conduct intramural research (see Table 1 and Chart 1).  
 
- Both DOE ($316 million) and NASA ($190 million) are top sponsors of federal R&D, again the primary 
performers being the federal labs.  Both DOE and NASA are headquartered in the District of Columbia, but 
outside of administrative costs, most R&D funds flow back out of the District to be performed at their 
federal labs and centers in other states.   
 
- The USDA ($189 million), HHS ($286 million), and EPA ($148 million) also provide a share of federal 
R&D funding in the District of Columbia.  Again, the top performers of R&D are the federal labs with the 
exception of HHS.  The primary performers of HHS-sponsored research are universities and colleges in the 
District.  The majority of these funds went to the Georgetown University Medical School and hospital. 
 
- Industrial firms are also major performers of R&D in the District with federal obligations of $279 million 
in FY 2000 (see Table 1).  Again, this figure may be misleading since, although the funds are recorded in 
the District, most of the R&D is likely to have been performed by private-sector companies outside of the 
District of Columbia.   
 
- Universities and colleges in the District of Columbia receive a fair amount of federal R&D dollars to 
support academic research with obligations of $162 million in FY 2000.  The District is home to only one 
university in the top 100 university recipients of federal R&D nationwide, Georgetown University, which 
received $87 million in FY 2000 and is ranked 65th (see Table 2 and Chart 3). 
 
- Georgetown University relies on the majority of its federal R&D funds from HHS, which provided $58 
million in FY 2000. When analyzing total R&D expenditures, one finds that Georgetown University relies 
on the federal government for 74 percent of its total R&D expenditures, well above the national average of 
58 percent (see Table 3).  The university invests $14 million of its own funds to support academic research 
conducted on campus.  Industrial firms are the third largest sponsors of R&D at Georgetown University 
with expenditures of $10 million in FY 2000.  
 
- Nonprofit institutions are the third largest recipient of federal R&D dollars in the District of Columbia 
with obligations of $211 million in FY 2000 (see Table 1 and Chart 2).  The National Academy of Sciences 
($81 million), the Urban Institute ($12 million), and the American Society for Engineering Education ($18 
million) are all nonprofit institutions that have headquarters in the District of Columbia. 
 
- Federal R&D funding to DC has fluctuated widely over the past several decades, mostly because of 
problems in determining how much of agencies' intramural R&D funds are actually spent in the District 
(see Chart 5).  Because of its role as the nation's capital, DC has consistently received a far greater share of 
the federal R&D portfolio than its share of the U.S. population (see Chart 6). 
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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