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AAAS State R&D Profiles - Delaware 
 
- Delaware receives a modest share of federal R&D with obligations of $70 million in FY 2000 or just 0.1 
percent of all federal R&D.  Delaware is ranked 48th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia in 
federal R&D received. The state is home to 0.8 million people (45th in rank), and its gross state product in 
2000 was $36 billion (0.4 percent of the national gross domestic product, 44th in rank; see Facts and 
Rankings). 
 
- Delaware’s R&D economy is completely reliant on a strong industrial base; in calendar year 2000 
businesses provided $1.4 billion in R&D dollars for Delaware.  That accounts for 94 percent of all R&D 
expenditures in the state that year (see Table 4 and accompanying chart) out of a total state R&D portfolio 
of $1.5 billion. 
 
- Delaware ranks low in federal R&D per capita, at 40th with $89 per capita, a third of the national average 
of $269. Although its federal share of R&D dollars is small, due to its large industrial R&D presence 
Delaware is actually ranked 3th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia in total R&D per capita, 
and R&D is 4.22 percent of the state economy, the 6th largest share among the states.  
 
- The DuPont Company is the most well known science and technology related business with headquarters 
in Delaware.  It has four major R&D facilities in the state conducting research in areas such as fibers, 
polymers, agricultural products industrial chemicals, electronics and pharmaceuticals. Hercules 
Incorporated conducts fundamental research in chemistry and engineering.  ICI Americas, Incorporated is 
another Delaware firm that emphasizes chemistry research.  Montell Polyolefins is a leader in materials 
research, specifically in polyolefins. 
 
- AstraZeneca, located in Wilmington, is home to an R&D site conducts research in bioscience and 
pharmaceuticals with a special focus on the central nervous system.  AstraZeneca recently merged with 
Novartis to create the Syngenta Corporation. W.L. Gore and Associates, Incorporated is an international 
firm with corporate headquarters in Delware.  It conducts research in electronic, industrial, fabric and 
medical product areas.  It is best known for the production of GORE-TEX®. 
 
- Delaware is a participant in the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) 
started by NSF to help states that traditionally have been underrepresented as recipients of federal R&D 
funds to become more competitive in winning federal R&D dollars.  The program has expanded to include 
funding from other federal agencies such as DOE, DOD, USDA, EPA, and NASA.   
 
- Of the $70 million in federal R&D obligations, $42 million went to universities and colleges in Delaware 
(see Table 1 and Chart 2).  The University of Delaware performs nearly all federally funded academic 
research in the state (see Chart 4). 
 
- The primary sponsor of academic R&D is NSF with obligations of $13 million in FY 2000. DOD and 
HHS are secondary sources of federal research with $11million each in FY 2000 (see Table 2 and Chart 3). 
 
- In terms of total R&D expenditures from all sources, R&D conducted at universities in Delaware grows to 
$78 million in FY 2000.  In that year, academic institutions invested $20 million towards the performance 
of R&D in their own schools (see Table 3). 
 
- The University of Delaware has an extensive research enterprise on campus with projects focusing on 
agriculture and natural resources, energy and environment, material science, marine science, engineering, 
and biotechnology.  The university also is host to a number of public/private centers for research, for 
example the Delaware Biotechnology Institute, the Institute of Energy Conversion, the Delaware 
Transportation Institute, and the Delaware Geological Survey. 
 
- Federal R&D funding to Delaware has fluctuated but has mostly stayed well below $100 million a year in 
inflation-adjusted dollars (see Chart 5). Delaware has consistently received a far smaller share of the 
federal R&D portfolio than its share of the U.S. population (see Chart 6), but because of the heavy 
industrial presence in the state performs far more R&D with private funds than its share of the U.S. 
economy or population.  
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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