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AAAS State R&D Profiles - Mississippi 
 
- Mississippi received $415 million in federal R&D in FY 2000, 0.5 percent of the national total, which 
gives it a ranking of 29th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is home to 2.9 million 
people, or 1.0 percent of the total U.S. population (31st in rank; see Facts and Rankings). 
 
- Mississippi ranks 28th in federal R&D per capita at $146 per person, roughly half the national average of 
$269. Mississippi is a participant in the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research 
(EPSCoR) started by NSF to help states that traditionally have been underrepresented as recipients of 
federal R&D funds to become more competitive in winning federal R&D dollars. The program has 
expanded to include funding from other federal agencies such as DOE, DOD, USDA, EPA, and NASA. 
Mississippi also participates in the Institutional Development Award (IDeA) program, a program 
administered by NIH that is designed to foster research in states that have not traditionally received 
significant levels of competitive funding from NIH. 
 
- The biggest source of federal R&D funding in Mississippi is DOD, which spent $188 million in FY 2000. 
The second-largest source is NASA at $88 million and the third-largest is USDA at $79 million. Together, 
these three agencies fund 86 percent of federal R&D in Mississippi (see Table 1 and Chart 1).  
 
- Federal labs are the largest performers of federal R&D, with $195 million (47 percent; see Table 1 and 
Chart 2).  A large chunk of DOD funding goes to the Waterways Experiment Station in Vicksburg, a unit of 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The largest Civil Engineering and Environmental Quality R&D 
complex in the nation, it consists of five laboratories which concentrate on environmental, geotechnical, 
information technology, structural, and coastal projects 
 
- Bay St. Louis is home to the John C. Stennis Space Center, NASA’s prime installation for testing large 
rocket engines and propulsion systems. Stennis houses the Earth Resources Laboratory, Space Remote 
Sensing Center, and the U.S. Navy’s Meteorology and Oceanography Command. The center is a unit of 
NASA, but also receives funding from DOD, NOAA, and EPA.  
 
- USDA’s $79 million in R&D funding amounts to 4.3 percent of its total R&D budget. The agency, in 
affiliation with Mississippi Sate University, runs three major laboratories in Mississippi through its 
Agricultural Research Service. The Jamie Whitten Delta States Research Center in Stoneville specializes in 
areas such as catfish genetics, entomology, agriculture engineering, and soybean production; the National 
Sedimentation Laboratory in Oxford conducts research on soil erosion, water quality, and sedimentation; 
and the Mississippi State Research Center in Starkville has research divisions which focus on biological 
control and mass rearing, poultry, and crop science. 
 
- Funding to universities and colleges totaled $118 million in FY 2000 (see Table 2 and Chart 3). Major 
research universities include Mississippi State University (MSU) and the University of Mississippi (see 
Chart 4). MSU is a land-grant institution and a leader in computer graphics and computational engineering. 
It ranked 84th in the nation in total R&D expenditures in FY 2000 at $133 million (see Table 3). It is home 
to an NSF Engineering Research Center—one of 21 such centers nationwide—specializing in 
computational field simulation for aircraft design. MSU also houses the Raspet Flight Research Laboratory; 
the High Voltage Laboratory; and a DOE-funded Energy Analysis and Diagnostic Center Program 
designed to help area manufacturers conserve energy and reduce costs. 
 
- Industry in Mississippi receives federal funds from DOD and NASA. The Institute for Technology 
Development in conjunction with Stennis performs R&D in the commercial applications of satellite remote 
sensing technology. In addition, the Institute has two subsidiaries—ProMatura Group and Advanced 
Microelectronics Division—which perform R&D on human factors research, and on integrated circuits and 
software. 
 
- Other notable R&D performers among industry include Hercules, which runs the Hattiesburg Plant 
Laboratory conducting basic and applied research in papermaking chemicals, tall oil distillation, and 
specialty chemicals. Chem First conducts research in high margin chemical intermediates and application 
research in polymer additives. Yet, in 2000, industry performance constituted only 20 percent of all R&D 
performed in the state (see Table 4). 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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