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AAAS State R&D Profiles - Montana 
 
- Montana received $97 million in federal R&D in FY 2000, 0.1 percent of the national total, which gives it 
a ranking of 46th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is home to 0.9 million people, 
or 0.3 percent of the total U.S. population (44th in rank). Its gross state product in 2000 was $22 million 
(0.2 percent of the national gross domestic product and 48th among the 50 states and DC; see Facts and 
Rankings). 
 
- Montana ranks 36th in federal R&D per capita at $108 per person, well below half the national average of 
$269. Montana is a participant in the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) 
started by NSF to help states that traditionally have been underrepresented as recipients of federal R&D 
funds to become more competitive in winning federal R&D dollars.  The program has expanded to include 
funding from other federal agencies such as DOE, DOD, USDA, EPA, and NASA. Montana also 
participates in the Institutional Development Award (IDeA) program, a program administered by NIH that 
is designed to foster research in states that have not traditionally received significant levels of competitive 
funding from NIH.  
 
- HHS is the largest federal supporter of R&D in Montana, sending $31 million to the state in FY 2000.  
USDA comes in second at $25 million; NSF and DOD tie for third at $12 million each (see Table 1 and 
Chart 1).  
 
- USDA, HHS and Interior spent $15 million, $14 million and $5 million, respectively, on R&D at federal 
laboratories in Montana. Federal labs were the second largest performers of federal R&D in Montana in FY 
2000. 
 
- Universities and colleges received $43 million of federal R&D funding to Montana in FY 2000 (see Table 
1 and Chart 2).  The largest recipient of federal R&D funding was Montana State University in Bozeman. 
 
- HHS, NSF, and USDA were the three biggest federal funders of R&D performed at universities and 
colleges in Montana (see Table 2 and Chart 3). 
 
- In total, federal sources funded slightly more than half of all R&D performed at Montana’s universities 
and colleges in FY 2000 (see Table 3). 
 
- Montana’s independent nonprofit research institutions received $7 million in federal funds in FY 2000 
(see Table 1 and Chart 2).  The largest of these are the National Center for Appropriate Technology 
(NCAT) in Butte and Yellowstone Ecosystem Studies (YES) in Bozeman. NCAT receives the majority of 
its federal funding from USDA while YES receives the majority of its federal funding from EPA. 
 
- Total R&D performance in Montana in 2000 was $170 million, only $29 million of which was funded by 
industry (see Table 4). 
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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Total: $97 million

Source: National Science Foundation, Federal Funds for Research and 
Development, Fiscal Years 2000, 2001, and 2002, 2002. 
R&D = conduct of R&D and R&D plant.
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