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AAAS State R&D Profiles - Nebraska 
 
- Nebraska received $102 million in federal R&D in FY 2000, 0.1 percent of the national total, which gives 
it a ranking of 45th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is home to 1.7 million 
people, or 0.6 percent of the total U.S. population (38th in rank). Its gross state product in 2000 was $56 
billion (0.6 percent of the national gross domestic product and 37th among the 50 states and DC; see Facts 
and Rankings). 
 
- Nebraska ranks 46th in federal R&D per capita at $60 per person, less than one quarter of the US average 
of $269 per person. 
 
- Nebraska is a participant in the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) 
started by NSF to help states that traditionally have been underrepresented as recipients of federal R&D 
funds to become more competitive in winning federal R&D dollars.  The program has expanded to include 
funding from other federal agencies such as DOE, DOD, USDA, EPA, and NASA. Nebraska also 
participates in the Institutional Development Award (IDeA) program, a program administered by NIH that 
is designed to foster research in states that have not traditionally received significant levels of competitive 
funding from NIH. 
 
- HHS is the largest federal supporter of R&D in Nebraska, sending $42 million to the state in FY 2000. 
USDA comes in second at $33 million; NSF comes in a distant third at $12 million (see Table 1 and Chart 
1).  
 
- Universities and colleges received 63 percent of federal R&D funding to Nebraska in FY 2000 ($64 
million; see Table 1 and Chart 2). 
 
- Most federal funding at universities and colleges is provided by HHS, which directed $33 million to 
Nebraska’s higher education institutions, three times as much as USDA and NSF (see Table 2 and Chart 3). 
 
- In FY 2000, federal R&D funds accounted for only 31.5 percent university and college R&D expenditures 
in Nebraska, well below the national average of 58.2 percent (see Table 3). 
 
- Total R&D performance in the state was $439 million in 2000, $212 million (48 percent) of which was 
funded by industry, more than twice as much as the amount funded by the federal government (see Table 
4).  
 
- Nebraska has slowly been gaining in federal R&D funding over the years in inflation-adjusted dollars (see 
Chart 5) but spent most of the past decade in a plateau of roughly $100 million annually.  Nebraska has 
consistently won a far smaller share of the federal R&D portfolio than its share of the U.S. population (see 
Chart 6).  
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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Source: National Science Foundation, Federal Funds for Research and 
Development, Fiscal Years 2000, 2001, and 2002, 2002. 
R&D = conduct of R&D and R&D plant.
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Chart 6.  


