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AAAS State R&D Profiles – New York 
 
- New York received $3.0 billion in federal R&D in FY 2000, 4.0 percent of the national total, which gives 
it a ranking of 6th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is home to 19.0 million 
people, or 6.7 percent of the total U.S. population (3rd in rank). Its gross state product in 2000 was $799 
billion (8.0 percent of the national gross domestic product), second only to California as the country’s 
largest state economy (Facts and Rankings). 
 
- While prominent in absolute terms, New York ranks only 23rd in federal R&D per capita at $160 per 
person, only 60 percent of the national average of $269 per person. 
 
- HHS is by far the largest federal supporter of R&D in New York, sending $1.4 billion to the state in FY 
2000.  DOE comes in second at $631 million (see Table 1 and Chart 1).  
 
- Universities and colleges received nearly 47 percent of federal R&D funding to New York in FY 2000 
($1.4 billion; see Table 1 and Chart 2). The top recipients of these funds were Columbia University ($288 
million) and Cornell University ($241 million) (see Table 2 and Chart 3). These amounts placed Columbia 
and Cornell 11th and 18th, respectively, among top university recipients of federal R&D.  
 
- The majority of federal funding at universities and colleges is provided by HHS, which directed $1.0 
billion to New York’s higher education institutions (see Table 2 and Chart 3). Six New York universities 
each received more than $100 million in R&D funds from HHS in FY 2000. Cornell and Columbia 
University ranked 4th and 9th, respectively, among the top university recipients of NSF funds.  
 
- Cornell University and Columbia University are major research universities, ranked 14th and 25th, 
respectively, among colleges and universities in total R&D performed (see Table 3). In FY 2000, more than 
85 percent of R&D performed at Columbia University was funded by federal sources. 
 
- New York’s second largest recipient of federal R&D funding is industry. DOD is the largest contributor 
($374 million in FY 2000) and DOE is the second largest ($271 million; see Table 1). The largest 
performers of DOD-funded R&D are New York-based divisions of Northrop Grumman and Lockheed 
Martin. In 2000, total industry funding of R&D in New York was $8.9 billion, nearly all of it spent in 
industrial laboratories (see Table 4). Including federal, industry, and all other funds, the total R&D effort in 
New York was $13.6 billion in 2000, behind only California and Michigan in total R&D performed.  
 
- New York is home to Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL), a FFRDC on Long Island sponsored by 
DOE. Major research programs at BNL focus on nuclear and high-energy physics, the physics and 
chemistry of materials, environmental and energy research, nonproliferation, neurosciences and medical 
imaging and structural biology. Major research facilities housed at BNL include the Relativistic Heavy Ion 
Collider, the National Synchrotron Light Source, the Alternating Gradient Synchrotron and the Accelerator 
Test Facility. BNL received $305 million in R&D funds in FY 2000, nearly all from DOE.  
 
- New York’s independent nonprofit research institutions received $303 million in federal funds in FY 
2000 (see Table 1 and Chart 2).  The largest of these is the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in 
New York City, a research center devoted to the prevention, treatment and cure of cancer. At $66 million, 
Sloan-Kettering ranked 13th among nonprofit research institutions nationwide in total federal R&D support 
in FY 2000. New York is also home to the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory (CSHL; $29 million) on Long 
Island. CSHL has research programs focusing on cancer, neurobiology, plant genetics, genomics and 
bioinformatics. 
 
- Federal R&D funding to New York hovered around $3 billion in today’s dollars during the period FY 
1970-2000, with notable peaks in the early 1970s and middle 1980s, largely in step with changes in DOD 
funding for R&D (see Chart 5). Additionally, though a large recipient of federal R&D dollars in absolute 
terms, New York has consistently received a smaller share of the federal R&D portfolio than its share of 
the U.S. population (see Chart 6). 
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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