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AAAS State R&D Profiles - Wisconsin 
 
- Wisconsin received $431 million in federal R&D in FY 2000, 0.6 percent of the national total, which 
gives it a ranking of 27th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The state is home to 5.4 million 
people, or 1.9 percent of the total U.S. population (18th in rank; see Facts and Rankings). 
 
- Wisconsin ranks relatively low at 43rd in federal R&D per capita, with $80 per person in FY 2000, a 
quarter of the national average of $269. 
 
- 82 percent of the state's federal R&D dollars ($352 million) went to universities and colleges in FY 2000 
(see Table 1 and Chart 2), followed by government laboratories ($40 million). Because universities rely 
heavily on HHS for their federal R&D funds, HHS is by far the largest agency sponsor of R&D in 
Wisconsin with $247 million, with NSF a distant second at $56 million (see Table 1 and Chart 1).  
 
- The University of Wisconsin at Madison dominates federal funding for R&D in the state, receiving $267 
million in federal R&D funds in FY 2000 (see Table 2 and Chart 4). The university ranked 14th among the 
top university recipients of federal R&D in FY 2000. The federal government finances 50 percent of the 
university's research (see Table 3). After counting R&D funds from other sources, the university ranks 
second in the nation, behind only Johns Hopkins University, in total R&D performed with a total of $554 
million in R&D performed in FY 2000.  
 
- Although the research is performed with private funds, the University of Wisconsin has made news 
recently as one of the pioneers of embryonic stem-cell research.  
 
- Federal support at the university helps to sustain research in a wide variety of fields. The university is a 
world leader in organ transplantation and transplant technology, and has two pioneering cancer centers: the 
McArdle Laboratory for Cancer Research and the University of Wisconsin Comprehensive Cancer Center. 
HHS funded $158 million in FY 2000. NSF funding sustains the Engineering Research Center for Plasma-
Aided Manufacturing; NSF funding of $48 million in FY 2000 placed the university 7th among the top 
university recipients of NSF R&D funds. DOE's $22 milion in R&D funds placed the university 3rd among 
the top university recipients of DOE R&D funds. 
 
- The other major research institution in the state is the Medical College of Wisconsin, which received $66 
million, almost entirely from HHS, for R&D in FY 2000, placing it 81st among the top university 
recipients of federal R&D.  
 
- The U.S. Department of Agriculture funds a number of research units in the state, which collectively 
received $30 million in FY 2000 (see Table 1). Many are located in Madison. These federal labs conduct 
research on plant disease, cereal crops, dairy products, and vegetable crops. USDA's Forest Service 
maintains two labs in Madison and Rhinelander that perform forestry management research.  
 
- The Department of the Interior's U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) operates a number of laboratories that 
perform research on fisheries and water resources, biological resources in Lake Superior, and the Upper 
Mississippi River ecosystem.  
 
Industrial firms dominate Wisconsin’s total R&D portfolio of $2.7 billion in 2000. Industry funded 74 
percent ($2.0 billion) of Wisconsin’s R&D and performed a similar amount (see Table 4 and accompanying 
chart).  
 
- Federal R&D funding to Wisconsin has grown compared to the 1970s and early 1980s, but declined 
between FY 1994 and FY 2000 (see Chart 5). Most of this decline can be attributed to the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison, which formerly ranked among the top 10 university recipients of federal R&D but 
has slid in rank since the mid-1990s to its current position of 14th. But with continuing growth in the NIH 
budget, the university and the state have attracted more HHS R&D dollars. Wisconsin's share of the total 
federal R&D portfolio has fluctuated around 0.5 percent consistently for the past three decades, remaining 
well below the state's share of the U.S. population because of the state's lack of defense contractors, large 
federal labs, and FFRDCs (see Chart 6).  
 
Click on the charts to view or download full-size color PDF versions of these charts.  
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