
file:///S|/SHR/Website/SRHRL-website/newsletter/2010_March/March2010.html[5/25/2011 11:05:00 AM]

 

March - April 2010

  

Program News 

Now Hiring! 

SHRP seeks an experienced Program Associate to coordinate the day-
to-day operations of the AAAS Science and Human Rights Coalition and
"On-call" Scientists. Among the Program Associate's responsibilities will
be to provide on-going support and guidance to the Coalition's working
groups; monitor and ensure adherence to the Coalition's Plan of Action;
and contribute to the Coalition's membership strategy. The Program
Associate will also be responsible to secure and maintain the
engagement of the human rights community in "On-call" Scientists; and
manage the matching process between volunteer scientists and human
rights organizations. This is an exciting opportunity for a talented person
with a science and human rights background to contribute to these
ground-breaking initiatives aimed at expanding the engagement of
scientists in human rights efforts. Apply here. 

Eyes on Pakistan: AAAS, Amnesty Use Geo-
Visualization to Shed Light on Human Rights in
Pakistan 

Media sources report a high number of daily
human rights-related events in the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border region. Using
reports of these events in major news
sources, the AAAS Geospatial Technologies
and Human Rights Project and Amnesty
International have created an internet-based
interactive database of human rights-related
events for the years 2005-2009. Internet-
based visualization of human rights events provided by Eyes on Pakistan
allows the user to interact with the data rather than just read figures
from reports and tables. The Eyes on Pakistan site is envisioned as a
go-to location for researchers, human rights organizations and policy
makers needing timely and comprehensive information about the
evolution of this conflict. Read more. 

Neuroscience and National Security: Science,
Human Rights and the Military 
Emily Badger 
Miller-Mccune 
January 22, 2010 

"The [AAAS] hosted a conference today of its year-old
Science and Human Rights Coalition, a group whose joint concerns are

SHRP EVENTS 

July 26, 2010 Washington,
DC 
AAAS Science and Human
Rights Coalition Council
Meeting 

July 27, 2010 Washington,
DC 
AAAS Science and Human
Rights Coalition Meeting 

Other Events 

March 20, 2010 University
of Nottingham, UK 'New
Technologies: Your Life?
Your Health? Your Privacy?
Our Human Rights (link) 

April 26-30, 2010
Tallahassee, Florida
Training: Crime Scene &
Evidence Documentation
(link) 

June 7-9, 2010
Washington, DC Delivering
Solutions for Girls and
Women (link) 

Useful Resources 

Science and Human Rights
Syllabi 
Annotated Bibliography 
Partnerships: Scientists
Working With Human Rights
Organizations 
Member Human Rights
Activities

Publications

Adolescent Health: Policy,
Science and Human
Rights William Boyce (ed.)
(link) 

http://www.aaas.org/careercenter/employmentataaas/
file:///S|/SHR/Website/SRHRL-website/newsletter/2010_March/www.eyesonpakistan.org
http://news.aaas.org/2010/0222pakistan-new-human-rights-database.shtml
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/hrlc/Events/AnnualStudentConference.aspx
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/forensic/crime-scene-course.html
http://www.womendeliver.org/conferences/-2010-conference/venue-and-washington-dc-highlights/
http://shr.aaas.org/coalition/syllabi.html
http://shr.aaas.org/coalition/syllabi.html
http://shr.aaas.org/coalition/biblio.html
http://shr.aaas.org/coalition/partners.html
http://shr.aaas.org/coalition/partners.html
http://shr.aaas.org/coalition/partners.html
http://shr.aaas.org/coalition/memberactions.htm
http://shr.aaas.org/coalition/memberactions.htm
http://mqup.mcgill.ca/book.php?bookid=2321
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embodied most starkly in the application of science to war. 'The human
rights frame is almost completely missing from this discussion,' said Len
Rubenstein, the former executive director of Physicians for Human
Rights and now a visiting scholar at Johns Hopkins. He spoke at the
conference's opening session. 'The question of research for military
purposes and scientific activity for military purposes is usually viewed
either through the frame of professional ethics or scientific integrity. If
human rights is introduced at all, it comes through the question of human
subjects research with the Nuremberg Code.'" Read more. 

Science and Human Rights Coalition 

Thanks to Our Supporters 

Heartfelt thanks go to the following associations and societies for
sponsoring the Coalition meeting reception: the American Psychological
Association, the Association of American Geographers, Kean University,
College of Natural, Applied and Health Sciences and Sigma Xi, and The
Scientific Research Society. 

Meeting Report and Presentations 

The report of the January 22 Coalition meeting will be available shortly.
In the meantime, the speakers' presentations and an audio recording of
the opening plenary are available on the Coalition website. [Link to:
January 22 meeting when page created] 

News from Coalition Members: Psychologists for
Social Responsibility 

Psychologists for Social Responsibility
(PsySR) is an independent, non-profit
organization that applies psychological
knowledge and skills to build cultures of
peace with justice. The PsySR Blog is a
forum for PsySR members to share their
personal and timely thoughts and analysis on
social justice issues of the day from a psychological perspective. A
recent blog addressed the question of Traumatic Memories, Well-
founded Fears, and Credibility. Read the blog. 

Introducing our Members: Soil Science Society of
America 

The Soil Science Society of America (SSSA) is a
progressive international scientific society that fosters
the transfer of knowledge and practices to sustain
global soils. Based in Madison, WI, and founded in
1936, SSSA is the professional home for 6,000+
members dedicated to advancing the field of soil

science. It provides information about soils in relation to crop production,
environmental quality, ecosystem sustainability, bioremediation, waste
management, recycling, and wise land use. Read more. 

"Current policy initiatives that
address the health of youth,
a group where more than
one set of developmental
standards may apply, often
are based on conflicting
evidence. At the same time,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child has
provided an over-arching
ethical framework with the
goal of ensuring that all
children and youth have
equal human rights,
regardless of their personal
or family circumstances.
How do these approaches
coincide and are they
working?" 

Budget Work to Advance
the Right to Food FAO
(link) 

"To ensure that the right to
food really means
something, governments (in
collaboration with civil
society) need to develop
policies, plans and
programmes that are
effective in addressing food
issues and advancing the
right to food. This is where a
government's budget comes
in, because policies, plans
and programmes cannot be
implemented without
funding. And in some ways,
governments' budgets are a
truer measure of their
commitment to realizing the
right to food than are their
policies and plans." 

The Health of People in
Australian Immigration
Detention Centers Janette
P Green and Kathy Eager
(link) 

"Detainees in Australian
immigration centers have
poor mental and physical
health, according to a study
by the University of
Wollongong, NSW. 40% of
those held for 2 years or
longer developed new

http://www.americanpendulum.com/2010/02/neuroscience-and-national-security-science-human-rights-and-the-military/
http://psysr.wordpress.com/2010/01/01/traumatic-memories-well-founded-fears-and-credibility/
https://www.soils.org/about-society
http://www.fao.org/righttofood/publi09/budget_guide_en.pdf
http://www.mja.com.au/public/issues/192_02_180110/gre10973_fm.html


file:///S|/SHR/Website/SRHRL-website/newsletter/2010_March/March2010.html[5/25/2011 11:05:00 AM]

From the Science Community 

Opportunities Sought for Four Scholars at Risk 

The Scholars at Risk (SAR) Network and the
Institute of International Education's Scholar
Rescue Fund (SRF) seek advice and
assistance from the scientific community in
relation to four scientists who are facing threats to their lives and their
work. Through temporary academic positions at universities around the
world, SAR and SRF help scholars to escape dangerous conditions and
continue their important work. In return, scholars contribute to their host
campuses through teaching, research, lectures and other activities. Four
scientists are currently seeking opportunities to continue their scientific
work in safety. Can you help? 

Experts will be studying conflicts caused by climate
change in Europe and Africa 
EurekAlert 
February 24, 2010 

"The unprecedented speed
at which changes in the

climate are taking place all over the planet represents a threat to human
security, especially in regions greatly affected by droughts, flooding or
rise of sea levels which can cause or worsen violent conflicts and
humanitarian disasters such as hunger or hordes of climate refugees.
The European Union has voiced its concern over the social and political
consequences of water conflicts caused by climate change, both those
originating in member states  and those occurring in nearby countries.
... The project CLICO [Climate Change, Water Conflict and Human
Security] was born as a means to find solutions to these problems and is
financed by the EU Seventh Framework Programme." Read more. 

From the Human Rights Community 

Tactical Dialogue: Using Government Budgets as a
Monitoring Tool 

"New Tactics is pleased to host this featured
dialogue on Using Budgets for Monitoring
from February 24 to March 2, 2010. This
online dialogue will be a space for practitioners using - and training
others to use - government budgets to monitor the implementation of
human rights commitments. The goal of this dialogue is to create a
stronger network on practitioners using budgets for monitoring, to share
important resources and information, and also to introduce this technique
to our online community." Read more.

From the UN 

mental health symptoms.
The study was undertaken
after UN and human-rights
groups condemned the
infamous Woomera
detention camp in South
Australia, and drew attention
to serious flaws in Australia's
treatment of asylum
seekers." 

Racism on the Internet
Yaman Akdeniz (link) 

"Racism was a pressing
social problem long before
the emergence of the digital
age. The advancement of
digital communication
technologies such as the
Internet has, however,
added a new dimension to
this problem by providing
individuals and organisations
with modern and powerful
means to propagate racism
and xenophobia.  The
problem of racist content on
the Internet has naturally
prompted vigorous
responses from a variety of
agents, including
governments, supranational
and international
organisations and from the
private sector. This book
provides a detailed critical
overview of these regulatory
and non-regulatory
initiatives."

http://shr.aaas.org/newsletter/2010_March/Scientists Seeking Assistance.doc
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2010-02/uadb-ewb022410.php
http://www.newtactics.org/en/blog/new-tactics/using-budgets-monitoring
http://book.coe.int/EN/ficheouvrage.php?PAGEID=36&lang=EN&produit_aliasid=2461
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UNESCO launches International Year for the
Rapprochement of Cultures 

On February 18, the Director-General of
UNESCO Irina Bokova yesterday launched
the International Year for the Rapprochement
of Cultures with the establishment of the High
Panel on Peace and Dialogue among

Cultures. The international panel comprises prominent political,
intellectual and religious personalities from all regions of the world. "Its
members have been asked to reflect on and reinvent the construction of
peace founded on justice, respect for human rights, gender equality and
solidarity in the context of globalization, and the challenges its poses,
such as climate change, management of resources and ethical and
economic issues, to which we must respond by consistently using the
strength and impact of dialogue." Read more. 

About the SHRP Newsletter 

The Science & Human Rights Newsletter is issued bi-monthly by the
AAAS Science and Human Rights Program. Through the newsletter we
strive to keep scientists and human rights practitioners informed with
news items, program updates, new resources, and upcoming events at
the intersection of science and human rights. Submissions to the
newsletter are welcome and can be made via our online form. 

Please visit our website to learn more about our programs as well as our
past accomplishments.

To unsubscribe from the SHRP Newsletter, please click here.

Science and Human Rights Program
American Association for the Advancement of Science
1200 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005 

Tel: 202 326 6600; Fax: 202 289 4950
Email: shrp@aaas.org

http://shr.aaas.org

 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/2010_international_year_for_the_rapprochement_of_cultures_launched_at_unesco_exchange_and_dialo/back/18256/
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