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What do you think 

of when you hear 

the word 

“stewardship”?



What are some of your experiences 

in your environment?



Sustainability: 

UN Brundtland Commission

”Meeting the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of 

future generations to meet their own 

needs."



Elder Snow at USU, quoting Elder Oaks:

“These are challenging times filled with big worries, 
wars and rumors of wars, possible epidemics of 
infectious diseases, droughts, floods, and global 

warming. Sea coast cities are concerned with the rising 
level of the ocean which will bring ocean tides to their 
doorsteps or over their thresholds. Global warming is 

also affecting agriculture and wildlife.” 

“Climate change is real and it is our responsibility as 
stewards to do what we can to limit the damage done 

to God’s Creation.”



The Challenge

 Indifference -> Hostility

 Politicization

 The most impoverished nations suffer most from 

climate change impacts

 ”If the earth will pass away anyway, why should I 

care?”



The Doctrine – The Restoration

”…All things denote that there is a God; yea, even 

the earth, and all things that are upon the face of 

it, yea, and its motion, yea, and also all the planets 

which move in their regular form do witness that 

there is a Supreme Creator.”
 Alma 30:44 

 Book of Moses: God created everything spiritually before 

it was on the Earth temporally



Stewardship and Poverty

 Poverty <-> Consumption of Earth’s resources

 Many economic, environmental problems could be solved 

with conservation stewardship practices

 Doctrine and Covenants 89,49

“And it pleaseth God that he hath given all these things unto 

man; for unto this end were they made to be used, with 

judgment, not to aexcess, neither by extortion.”

D&C 59:20

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/59?lang=eng#note20a


What the Prophets Say

Gordon B. Hinckley:

“Love of nature is akin to the love of God; 

the two are inseparable.” 

“This earth is his creation. When we make 

it ugly, we offend him.”



President Ezra Taft Benson

“Irreverence for God, of life, 
and for our fellowmen takes 

the form of things like 
littering, heedless strip-

mining, [and] pollution of 
water and air. But these are, 

after all, outward 
expressions of the inner 

man.”



Neal A. Maxwell

“True disciples [of Christ]…would be consistent 

environmentalists—caring both about maintaining 

the spiritual health of a marriage and preserving a 

rain forest; caring about preserving the nutrient 

capacity of a family as well as providing a healthy 

supply of air and water.”



What the Church is Doing

 Sustainable Agriculture

 Integrated pest 

management 

 No till farming to reduce 

erosion, retain moisture.

 Community gardens

 LEED certified 

buildings 

 Waste reduction: 

 Deseret Industries + 

recycling = diverting 

66M+ lbs of material 

from landfills annually.



What can you do? 

Keep the Commandments!

 Reduce car use

 Reduce waste – Church 

events

 Recycle + Compost

 Encourage school, 

state, national support 

of renewable energy

 Reduce energy use 

 Eat wisely – Word of 

Wisdom



PRESIDENT RUSSELL M. NELSON:

“As beneficiaries of the divine Creation, 

what shall we do? We should care for the 

earth, be wise stewards over it, and preserve 

it for future generations.”


