
Innovation and  
Entrepreneurship
How does RCP work with the S&T entrepreneurship community?
RCP directly implements technology entrepreneurship programs (e.g., the U.S. Department 
of State’s Tech-I program), and we support technology entrepreneurship initiatives 
organized by governments and STEM institutions (e.g., reviewing proposals to state tech 
investment funds and providing strategic assessment to universities seeking to strengthen 
their programs).
 
What kinds of S&T entrepreneurship activities has RCP led?
• Global capacity building for early-career technology entrepreneurs (i.e., GIST Tech-I)
• Seed capital competitions for local technology entrepreneurs (i.e., Lab to Launch)
• Evaluation and assessment of tech transfer programs and entrepreneurship ecosystems
• Review of proposals to government-sponsored technology entrepreneurship funding 

competitions
• Technology entrepreneurship boot camps and short courses
 
What is the RCP Lab to Launch Program?
Lab to Launch works at the city or regional level to build capacity for early-career technology 
entrepreneurs by using AAAS’s neutral role as a scientific society to knit together support 
from local governments, incubators, investors, and universities. The inaugural Lab to Launch 
competition in Washington, D.C.  identified and supported promising innovators by providing 
a series of trainings, networking opportunities, and seed capital prizes.

Who partners with RCP to implement entrepreneurship initiatives?
RCP partners with state technology funds, university technology transfer offices, federal 
agencies, businesses, innovation hubs, and others.

How can I learn more about RCP’s entrepreneurship initiatives?
The RCP website provides regular updates on our technology entrepreneurship work  
(aaas.org/rcp) and the AAAS Entrepreneur community on social media platforms promotes 
entrepreneurship within the S&T community. We encourage you to follow our feeds on 
Facebook (@AAASEntrepreneur) and Twitter (@AAAS_Entr).
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RCP is committed to building research capacity for domestic and international S&T 
innovation and entrepreneurship. We also provide technical reviews for proposals to 
innovation investment funds and develop white papers on current state-of-knowledge in 
applied research fields.
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