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Remarkable advances in 2009 reminded us yet again of the tremendous potential 
of science and technology to improve human quality-of-life and to enrich our knowl-
edge of the natural world.

The breathtaking description in Science of a 4.4 million-year-old Ethiopian  
hominid fossil called Ardipithecus ramidus, for example, offered surprising new 
insights into human evolution. Also in 2009, AAAS launched Science Translational 
Medicine, an already-acclaimed new journal that is bringing researchers and 
clinicians together to help find cures faster. (Pages 16-19 offer details on Science 
Breakthroughs in 2009.)

Establishing productive new ties with scientific leaders and institutions in Syria, 
Cuba, China, and other nations, the association employed science diplomacy to 
leverage international collaboration. Those relationships were further enhanced by 
cooperative AAAS-based events offering international perspectives on how best to 
mitigate and adapt to climate change. (See pages 8-9.)

Project 2061, the science-education reform initiative at AAAS, meanwhile contin-
ued to promote science literacy across an array of languages in collaboration with 
educators from the United States to Shanghai, as noted on page 10. Through these 
and many other activities, AAAS demonstrated the extraordinary power and prom-
ise of science as an agent of positive change for people and our planet—despite 
the worst U.S. recession since the Great Depression.

Optimism surged this year as U.S. President Barack Obama promised to “restore 
science to its rightful place, and wield technology’s wonders.” Two former AAAS 
presidents assumed leadership roles in the new administration, with John P.  
Holdren becoming the president’s science advisor and Jane Lubchenco moving into 
the administrator’s office at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
Later, the U.S. State Department named the first-ever U.S. science envoys: Science 
Editor-in-Chief Bruce Alberts, Science Translational Medicine Chief Scientific Advisor 
Elias Zerhouni, and Nobel Prize-winning scientist Ahmed Zewail.

Still more good news in 2009 came from the Alliances for Graduate Education 
and the Professoriate. That group, in collaboration with AAAS, reported a 33.9% 
increase between 2001 and 2008 in the number of doctoral degrees awarded by 
66 universities to underrepresented minority candidates in science and technical 
fields. In support of such advances, the AAAS Education and Human Resources 
team promoted diversity in higher education, while Project 2061 launched a new 
“climate literacy” project. Also in 2009, innovative social media tools debuted on 
the popular Science Careers Web site. (See pages 10-11.)
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AAAS communicated broadly about health and environmental threats—partic-
ularly related to the H1N1 virus and global climate change. Through congressional 
briefings and testimony organized by Science and Policy Programs staff (pages 
12-13), as well as public statements and op-eds (pages 6-7), AAAS worked to inform 
decisions about endangered species, human embryonic stem cell research, federal 
funding for research, scientific integrity, and much more. At the same time, the 
AAAS Center for Science, Technology, and Security Policy released detailed reports 
on ensuring biosafety and preparing for major disease threats (pages 14-15).

Nobel Peace Prize winner Albert Gore, Jr. issued a call to action on global climate 
change during the 2009 AAAS Annual Meeting, as reported on page 20. His mes-
sage garnered widespread media coverage, thanks to hundreds of journalists who 
followed the meeting via EurekAlert!, the AAAS online science-news service, or by 
checking into the AAAS newsroom on-site in Chicago. 

Closer to home, AAAS headquarters became the first existing building in the 
District of Columbia to earn a Gold rating under the U.S. Green Building Council 
LEED certification program. 

Throughout 2009 and particularly during an annual meeting focusing on “Our 
Planet and Its Life: Origins and Futures,” AAAS celebrated the 150th anniversary of 
Charles Darwin’s book On the Origin of Species. Ironically, the first commercial oil 
well also appeared in 1859, as did the findings of Sir John Tyndall’s research that set 
the stage for understanding carbon dioxide’s role as a greenhouse gas. Today, we 
know that atmospheric carbon dioxide levels, hovering around 389 parts per million 
(ppm) at the end of 2009, are higher than at any time in the past 800,000 years. At 
levels above 450 ppm, many researchers predict irreversible impacts, from ice loss 
and sea-level rise, to wildfires, droughts, and threats to the richly diverse life forms 
so vividly described by Darwin.

But as the 2009 AAAS Annual Report reveals, the association and its journals 
are doing far more than simply reflecting upon such threats to Earth and its inhabit-
ants. With your help, we can achieve even more as AAAS continues to advance 
science, engineering, and technology for the benefit of all.
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