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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND CONGRESS

Providing expert information about science and technology to U.S. 
lawmakers is an important aspect of effective policymaking. Equally 
important is the science and engineering community’s ability to  
engage in productive interaction with Congress. AAAS helps relate 
the findings of scientists and engineers to policymakers through 
Capitol Hill briefings, statements and testimony—and keeps  
scientists and engineers informed about policy developments in 
Congress that impact the scientific research enterprise.

r&D Funding: Keeping track
In March 2010, the Center for Science, Technol-
ogy and Congress, directed by Joanne Carney, 
organized a Capitol Hill briefing at which AAAS’s 
budget analyst assessed President Barack 
Obama’s 2011 budget proposal for research into 
energy, health, space and basic sciences. Speak-
ing to an audience that included congressional 
representatives and staffers, educators, policy 
analysts and White House and foreign embassy 
staffers, R&D Budget and Policy Program Director 
Patrick Clemins provided an overview of the R&D 
budget request and how areas of science would 
be affected under the proposals. 

supporting Innovation
In the 1950s, federal agencies invested in basic 
research that helped American physicist Theodore 
H. Maiman develop the first functioning laser. To-
day, one-third to one-half of U.S. gross domestic 
product depends on lasers because of their exten-
sive use in such areas as financial transactions 
and telecommunications, according to Thomas 
Baer, executive director of the Stanford Photon-
ics Research Center. Baer spoke to scientists and 
engineers who came to Washington, D.C., in April 
2010 to an event co-sponsored by AAAS to raise 
visibility and support for federal investment in 

research and development. He said lasers are “a 
great example of federal agencies making a deci-
sion to invest in basic research, which resulted 
in developing technology with impact far beyond 
the dreams and expectations of the decision-mak-
ers.” In 2010, the Center for Science, Technology 
and Congress worked actively to follow and sup-
port legislation designed to further such scientific 
and technological progress.

At the 2010 AAAS Forum on Science and Technology 
Policy, Margaret A. Hamburg (at left), Commissioner of 
Food and Drugs, U.S. Food and Drug Administration, 
reviewed her goals. Also shown is Alice S. Huang, AAAS 
Board President (2010-2011).
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specialized education
The Center for Science, Technology and Congress 
engages in a rigorous program of education for 
scientists and engineers on the workings of Con-
gress, and in 2010, it organized events designed 
to bring the expertise of scientists and engineers 
to lawmakers. The Center held a Working with 
Congress workshop at the AAAS Annual Meeting, 
and a briefing for the scientists and engineers who 
participated in the annual Congressional Visits 
Day, an event organized by a number of profes-
sional societies affiliated with AAAS to promote 
science and technology by cultivating support 
among lawmakers. It also published its monthly 
newsletter to keep AAAS members and others 
updated on what is happening on Capitol Hill.

Also in 2010, a number of Center events 
focused on the critical issue of climate change, 
addressing the state of climate science as well as 
the mechanisms for mitigation and adaptation of 
its deleterious effects. At a May briefing on Capitol 
Hill organized by AAAS and several affiliated 
societies, a panel of influential climate scientists 
furnished climate change skeptics with extensive 
data, reminding those who criticized several er-
rors in the massive 4th Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change that, 
although the scientific process is not 100 percent 
perfect, it is our best means of understanding the 
complex natural world. Another briefing for con-
gressional staff and others examined the public’s 
attitude toward climate science and measures to 
counteract climate change. Two additional Capitol 
Hill information sessions looked at climate change 
effects on the world’s food supply and national 
security, with experts urging policymakers and 
scientists to examine adaptation options to ward 
off such threats as food shortages and the spread 
of politically unstable areas.

Richard Smith, the Mark L. Reed III Distinguished 
Professor in the Departments of Statistics and 
Biostatistics at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill reaffirmed global climate change dur-
ing one of many AAAS events on the topic in 2010.




