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GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE
11 May. amid escalating challenges to climate 

change science, aaaS convened an authoritative 
panel of scientists for a capitol Hill briefing on 
the topic. they presented an array of research 
findings that show a clear human link to global 
climate disruptions.

18 May. the aaaS Board of directors issued a 
statement calling on Virginia’s attorney General to 
withdraw an investigation of climate researcher 
Michael Mann’s work at the University of Virginia. 
While acknowledging Kenneth cuccinelli’s author-
ity to oversee grant funds, the Board said appar-
ently unsubstantiated probes can inhibit the free 
exchange of scientific information and ideas.

23 May. aaaS ceo alan I. Leshner also published an 
op-ed in the Richmond Times-Dispatch decrying 
the Virginia attorney General’s probe of climate 
change research at the University of Virginia.” the 
public should not mistake academic disagreements 
over mechanisms to mean that climate change is 
still `debatable,’” Leshner wrote. “It is not.”

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WITH SCIENCE
5 June. In an op-ed on the Huffington Post—the 

number one most influential blog, according 
to technorati’s 2010 ranking—the aaaS ceo 
championed civil discourse as a strategy for 
easing societal tensions between science and 
religion. the piece was pegged to a 16 June event 
organized by the aaaS dialogue on Science,  
ethics and religion program to provide a forum 
for scientists and religious leaders. the op-ed 
also appeared on WashingtonPost.com.

2 October. another Huffington Post op-ed de-
scribed the human origins exhibit at the Smith-
sonian’s national Museum of natural History. In 
particular, the aaaS ceo pointed to the experi-
ences of curator richard Potts, who leverages 
civil dialogue to engage the public—even when 
scientific issues impinge on world views.

SCIENCE ACROSS BORDERS
7 February. aaaS teamed up with three other orga-

nizations—the association of american Universi-
ties, the association of Public and Land-grant 
Universities and the council on Governmental 
relations—to weigh in on the issue of export 
controls as it relates to research, and in particu-
lar, to discourage regulations that might inhibit 
international research collaboration. 

9 February. “We urgently need to expand and deepen 
links between the U.S. and foreign scientific 
communities to advance solutions to common chal-
lenges,” aaaS Board chair Peter agre wrote in an 
op-ed co-authored by thomas r. Pickering of the 
civilian research and development Foundation. 
their essay was published by the Baltimore Sun.

20 February. another op-ed by agre and Pickering, 
published in the San Diego Union Tribune, de-
scribed how science diplomacy can help aid conflict 
resolution, opening constructive dialogue with 
scientific leaders in regions such as the democratic 
People’s republic of Korea (north Korea).

16 April. the aaaS Board of directors adopted a 
statement on the human right to the benefits 
of science, pledging to help get scientists more 
involved in an ongoing global effort to clarify the 
meaning of that right.

29 June. In a letter of protest sent to Italy’s president, 
aaaS decried as “unfair and naive” indictments 
against six scientists and a government official who 
failed to predict an earthquake in L’aquila, Italy.

2 July. While nations are at times territorial about 
their own research programs, the trend toward a 
global scientific community is unmistakable, the 
aaaS ceo wrote in a commentary published in La 
Stampa prior to the 2 July opening of the eurosci-
ence open Forum 2010 in turin, Italy.

aaaS outreach activities including letters of commendation as well as protest,  
testimony before congress, and op-ed articles helped promote public discourse on key 
science and technology-based issues in 2010. Public statements addressed issues such 
as global climate change, the importance of science literacy and diplomacy, and the 
need for adequate research and development funding.

PUBLIc StateMentS on Key ISSUeS



Bridging Science and Society	 5

SCIENCE AND SOCIETY
18 February. Increasing science-society tensions 

and decreased support for science jeopardize 
economic progress, the aaaS ceo and Board 
chair wrote in the San Diego Union Tribune. their 
op-ed, which called on individual scientists and 
engineers to devote 10 percent of their time to 
public service in their communities, was pub-
lished during the 2010 aaaS annual Meeting, 
which focused on bridging science-society issues.

SCIENCE EDUCATION
16 March. despite modest improvements over the 

past decade, underrepresented minorities still face 
significant institutional and cultural barriers to 
pursuing science and engineering degrees, aaaS 
education and Human resources director Shirley 
Malcom warned in testimony on capitol Hill. Mal-
com spoke before the U.S. House Subcommittee 
on research and Science education.

28 March. Malcom and the aaaS ceo pointed out 
that science should be included in proposed uni-
form K-12 standards in english and mathematics 
for all students. their op-ed was published by 
the Richmond Times-Dispatch.

21 October. “comfort and familiarity with science 
and technology can no longer be a privilege only 
for the wealthy or the intellectual elite,” the 
aaaS ceo wrote in the Washington Post, in a 
special section on the USa Science & engineer-
ing Festival. “a high-quality education is now a 
baseline requirement for every student hoping to 
compete for jobs in the future.”

U.S. SCIENCE POLICY
21 January. aaaS sent a letter to the office of 

Science and technology Policy commenting on 
public access policies for federal agencies that 
fund science and technology. the aaaS ceo 
wrote that appropriate public access policies can 
increase the access of scientists to the published 
literature. But he also noted that simply increas-
ing access will not adequately substitute for 
public engagement activities by federal agencies 
to inform the public about the research they 
support, particularly as it relates to health and 
medicine. 

19 February. Federal funding for science and technol-
ogy drives innovation and new private enterprise, 
particularly in regions such as San diego, the aaaS 
ceo wrote in an op-ed co-authored by Marye anne 
Fox, chancellor of the University of california at 

San diego. their op-ed appeared in the San Diego 
Union Tribune during the aaaS annual Meeting 
in that city. “as [budget] deliberations begin on 
capitol Hill,” Leshner and Fox wrote, “we hope 
that policymakers will approve the r&d budget 
without delay. america—and california—can’t 
afford to scrimp on research and development. our 
economic future depends on it.”

6 May. the america coMPeteS act supports the 
innovative research and excellence in science 
and mathematics education that are essential 
to keeping the United States “at the forefront 
of technological development and economic 
growth,” aaaS said in a letter urging the 
reauthorization of the act. the aaaS ceo com-
mended the U.S. congress for its bipartisan work 
in passing the original coMPeteS act in 2007. 
the aaaS sent several subsequent letters on the 
act, one of which was cited on the House floor by 
Speaker nancy Pelosi.

20 July. aaaS sent detailed comments to the 
U.S. national Institutes of Health regarding a 
proposed rule intended to promote objectivity in 
public health research.

25 August. In an op-ed on Politico.com, the aaaS 
ceo denounced a report by U.S. Senators tom 
coburn (r-oklahoma) and John Mccain (r-
arizona) that he said satirized cherry-picked 
research projects and misrepresented a number 
of valid research investigations. By seizing on 
individual projects and casting them as frivolous, 
the coburn-Mccain report used the same tactic 
employed by the late Senator William Proxmire 
(d-Wisconsin), founder of the “Golden Fleece 
awards,” the aaaS ceo contended.

1 October. While it is generally agreed that federal 
investment in scientific research is crucial for 
american prosperity and innovation, specialists 
lack rigorous tools and methods to fully assess the 
impacts of such investment, a top aaaS official told 
a congressional panel. albert H. teich, then director 
of Science and Policy Programs at aaaS, spoke to 
the U.S. House Subcommittee on research and Sci-
ence education. the topic was the Science of Sci-
ence and Innovation Policy, or SciSIP, a program of 
the national Science Foundation aimed at finding 
better ways to understand and measure the impact 
of the funds invested each year on federal research 
and development.


