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Reaching out to Rwanda
The AAAS CEO and colleagues traveled to Rwanda 
in December to discuss the importance of science 
and technology education and development as ap-
proaches to improved economic growth in Rwanda 
and other East African nations.

The AAAS delegates addressed a conference 
of government science and education ministers, 
heads of national science organizations, university 
administrators, diplomatic officials and students 
from six nations, who have all expressed a com-
mitment to developing a “knowledge economy” in 
their region to compete in the 21st century.

“AAAS has been building a fruitful relationship 
with Rwanda for several years now, and like much 
of the world, we have been inspired by the nation’s 
commitment to science, technology and science 
education to improve the lives of the Rwandan 
people,” said CEO Alan I. Leshner. 

Vaughan Turekian, chief international officer 
for AAAS and the director of the AAAS Center 
for Science Diplomacy, urged science leaders to 
seize the momentum created at the conference to 
cooperate across borders “to improve the lives of 
people and drive prosperity.” In fact, the confer-
ence produced a pledge by leaders from the six 
countries to establish a forum for their science 
ministers to work together on issues ranging from 
education and health to energy and the environ-
ment, while supporting sustainable economic 
growth in their region.

Visits to Myanmar and North Korea
AAAS reached out to the scientific community of 
Myanmar with a visit led by Nobel laureate Peter 
Agre, chairman of the AAAS Board (2010-2011). 
Members of the delegation to Myanmar said they 
were impressed with Burmese interest in collabo-
rating with U.S. scientists to address the problems 
of malaria and other infectious diseases, and to 
work on forests and animal habitat conservation.

“This trip may be an important initial step toward 
connecting their scientific community with American 
counterparts in a way that advances science,” said 
Agre, whose research specialty is malaria. 

Relations between Myanmar and much of the 
West have been strained since a popular uprising 
in 1988 and subsequent democracy movements 
were violently suppressed by governmental forces, 
although recent visits by U.S. officials suggested 
possible re-engagement. In keeping with the Center 
for Science Diplomacy’s mission of encouraging 
beneficial scientific collaboration even in the ab-
sence of governmental ties, the trip was an effort to 
establish scientist-to-scientist relationships.

After their return, delegation members briefed 
members of Congress and U.S. State Department 
representatives interested in Myanmar.

Agre and Turekian also visited the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea with a consortium 
of U.S. organizations whose aim was to identify 
practical opportunities for collaborative research 
activities. The visit represented the first signifi-
cant effort focused solely on science cooperation 
with North Korea. 

We live in an era in which every major challenge has both a global 
component and the fingerprint of science in its cause or cure. 
With this recognition, AAAS fosters international collaboration 
to further the role of science and its benefits in addressing major 
societal problems, while also leveraging science cooperation as a 
means of mutual understanding.

AAAS Chair Peter Agre  
(2010-2011) completed a 
science diplomacy visit 
to Myanmar.
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Collaborating on Ethics in Science
How important is it for scientific research to 
benefit a maximum number of people with a mini-
mum of adverse effects? To what degree do com-
mercial interests influence the results of scientific 
research? How does the pressure to publish affect 
scientific investigation?

Both here and in China, such concerns enter 
into the practice of science, and after three years of 
engagement on ethical issues, collaborative work 
between the China Association for Science and 
Technology and AAAS has moved to a new level.

Established in June of 2010, a joint steering 
committee representing the two organizations will 
encourage Chinese and U.S. scientists to further ex-
plore and implement ethical issues and rules related 
to scientific research. Such collaboration is expected 
to help not only scientists in the United States and 
in China, but also researchers in other countries.

The collaborative work being planned so 
far has included new surveys on misconduct, 
exchanges on methods for training ethics educa-
tors, development of case studies and a practical 
guidebook on ethics in science.

Promoting Talent in Arabic-Speaking Regions
Conferences organized by AAAS and held in 
Amman, Jordan, tackled two aspects of science ad-
vancement in the countries of the Broader Middle 
East and North Africa: fostering young talent in 
math and science and encouraging international 
collaboration in the biosciences.

Ideas flew among the 90 or so scientists and 
policymakers from 17 countries who attended 
the talent conference, which was co-organized by 
Jordan’s Royal Scientific Society. Among them?  
Everything from establishing national youth 
associations as a means of promoting science 
and math participation to holding extracurricular 
programs in shopping malls and planetariums. 
Participants discussed working together on joint 
research projects, site visit exchanges, and shar-
ing of data as they move toward their goal of de-
veloping their young talent to step into important 
science- and math-related careers.

The 60-member meeting on international col-
laboration in the biosciences, sponsored by the 
U.S. Department of State, identified barriers to 
such collaboration in the 15 countries represented 
at the meeting. Lack of resources to help scientists 
with establishing internationally accepted research 
standards for biosafety, biosecurity and bioethics 
is one of the big ones. The conference participants 
traced such barriers back to more basic problems 
in the science infrastructure, and identified pos-
sible solutions, such as increased science educa-
tion at all levels, Web-based information to share 
discoveries made and lessons learned regarding 
principles and practices of responsible conduct, 
and the identification of scientists and institutional 
administrators to develop standards of bioethics, 
biosafety, and biosecurity practice.

Exploring the Role for Iran-U.S. Relations
At the same time that science is being recognized 
as fundamental to handling major global challeng-
es, its capital as a means of constructive engage-
ment between nations continues to grow. Against 
that backdrop, influential Iran experts visited 
AAAS to explore just what role science might play 
in improving the thorny and complicated relations 
between Iran and the United States.

Among the participants in the meeting were 
representatives from the U.S. National Academies 
and the National Institutes of Health, two organi-
zations that are continuing to work with Iranian 
researchers, as well as a deputy director of the 
Iran Office in the U.S. State Department’s Bureau 
of Near Eastern Affairs, who cautioned that prog-
ress was needed on the issue of U.N. inspection 
of Iran’s nuclear facilities before specific areas of 
cooperation could be outlined involving the U.S. 
State Department.

A next step proposed at the meeting was to 
work toward a science and technology agreement, 
as exists between the United States and nearly 50 
other nations. Such agreements are often seen as 
a foundation for creating links between U.S. and 
foreign scientific communities, and were applaud-
ed in an editorial calling for more scientific coop-
eration co-authored by AAAS’s Agre and former 
Under Secretary of State Thomas R. Pickering.


