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I am pleased to begin this wonderful celebration of the
30th anniversary of the AAAS Science and Technology
Policy Fellowship Programs, about which we at AAAS
are tremendously proud. The program is a unique col-
laboration that now involves some 30 scientific soci-
eties, and over its life has actually involved more than
60 scientific societies, which all work together to bring
more high quality scientific expertise into the policy
process. That goal is central to AAAS’s mission of
advancing science and serving society, but in fact it is
tremendously important not only in fostering under-
standing about science, but also in making sure that the
best scientific information is brought to bear in policy
processes. 

I would like to thank the 30th Anniversary Planning
Committee, which is the group of former Fellows and
AAAS staff who put this celebration together. They put
it together, of course, for September 18 and 19, 2003,
in honor of the actual September 1973 founding. They
were good but not great scientists, because they weren’t
able to prevent the hurricane that in fact hit on the
planned date and closed down Washington, which actu-
ally isn’t that hard to do. It could have been two inches
of snow, but instead it was a hurricane, and we had to
reschedule. Nonetheless, most of the speakers were
wiling to come back, so we think you will find the next
two days to be wonderfully stimulating. 

I particularly appreciate that the planning committee
wanted to look forward rather than back. They could
have spent most of the time looking at history—that’s
what you usually do at a 30th anniversary party. But
they actually had the very clever idea of asking, Where
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will science and policy be in the year 2033? What issues
will be at the forefront? What progress will have been
made in areas of human health, global security, and
energy and environment? And this symposium will
shed light on these questions and help us think about
what is going to unfold over the next three decades and
how decisions will be made at the intersection of sci-
ence and policy. Another creative thing they did was to
bring 30 high school science students and their teachers
to the symposium. The students come from the District
of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia schools, and we
are happy that they can join us. 

I encourage you to talk with them, as I did over
lunch. They are doing things at a level of sophistication
that, when I was studying science, I couldn’t even con-
ceive of, so if you’d like to be intimidated, please ask
them what they’re doing. They are doing wonderful
things, things that should give us great optimism about
the future of science. We are delighted that they are
with us today, and I frankly think we have a lot to learn
from them. 

Another creative aspect of the celebration also
involves students and teachers. It is the creation for this
anniversary celebration of the AAAS Science and Tech-
nology Policy Teachers’ Fund. The fund is an opportu-
nity to recognize a teacher who inspired you when you
were a student by making a donation in their honor.
The fund will support the attendance of middle school
and high school teachers at the
annual AAAS Science and
Technology Policy Forum,
exposing them to the current
issues in science policy, which
they will share with the next
generation of science policy
professionals. 

The heart of the celebration, of course, is the fellow-
ship program itself. Some 1,600 scientists and engineers
over the past 30 years have spent a year as AAAS policy
Fellows in Washington, and many of them are now dis-
tributed throughout the Washington science policy
community. They’re working in private organizations,
on Capitol Hill, and in federal agencies, and in fact they
continue to be emissaries improving the quality of sci-
ence that is brought to bear on policy issues. So the pro-
gram is a success both in the number of its participants
and in the quality of its impact. 

Here is one token of the program’s success, which I
would like to share. It is a letter from President George
Bush. It says: “I send greetings to those gathered to cel-
ebrate the 30th anniversary of the Science and Tech-
nology Policy Fellowship Programs, hosted by the
American Association for the Advancement of Science.
Your symposium theme, Vision 2033: Linking Science

and Policy for Tomorrow’s World, highlights the impor-
tance of bringing science and government together. For
30 years the AAAS fellowship program has given scien-
tists and engineers the opportunity to contribute their
ideas and expertise to government policymakers. By
increasing our understanding of new technologies,
research, and scientific developments, program partici-
pants have contributed to sound decisions that continue
to influence public policy. As you celebrate this mile-
stone, I applaud your commitment to excellence in sci-
ence. Your important work strengthens America’s
legacy of innovation and technological achievement.
Laura joins me in sending our best wishes. George
Bush.” 

I’m very pleased that we were able to receive that
letter from the President. We at AAAS are tremendously
proud of the Fellowship program and welcome you to
this celebration. 

This symposium will
help us think about
what is going to
unfold over the next
three decades and
how decisions will
be made at the inter-
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and policy.
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On behalf of the Carnegie Institution and as a member
of the Board of Directors of the AAAS, I would like to
join Alan in welcoming you to this 30th Anniversary
celebration of the AAAS fellowship programs. I know
the first effort to bring this group together was thwarted
by the weather. I have feared that today’s assembly

would be frustrated by a plague of locusts—or at least
cicadas. In any event, we have at least succeeded in get-
ting together. 

As I am sure many of you know, the Carnegie Insti-
tution supports basic science in a variety of fields—plant
and developmental biology, earth and planetary science,
astronomy, and global ecology. Like all parts of the sci-
entific community, we have benefited from the efforts
of the Fellows to bring scientific information to bear on
governmental decisions.

Indeed, in the years since the program was launched,
the need for Fellows has grown significantly. The
demise of the Office of Technology Assessment created
a void that the Fellows have helped to fill. And the need
for sound scientific input to governmental decision-
making has expanded because the issues with which
government must grapple have become more diverse,
more complicated, and more centrally entwined with
science and technology. 

Consider the menu of matters that are on the front
burner today—bioterrorism, stem-cell research, geneti-
cally modified crops, climate change, and energy policy,
to name just a few. The harsh reality is that sound sci-
entific advice to policy-makers is essential if sensible
decisions are to be achieved. By the same token, the
need for scientists to understand governmental
processes and the means to influence them has grown
because of the impact of governmental decisions on sci-
entific work.

For over 30 years, the AAAS Fellows have fulfilled an
important need. And, as reflected by the roster of
former Fellows, the program has provided a striking
ancillary benefit by serving as a training ground to
develop some of today’s most influential scientific poli-
cymakers. I thus am pleased to have this opportunity to
join you in celebration of your past successes and in
anticipation of significant contributions in the years
ahead. 

Richard Meserve
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I am very pleased to welcome you to the Carnegie
Institution‘s headquarters building. The institution is a
unique home for science and research here in Wash-
ington. It is a pleasure to affirm Dick Meserve’s remarks
about the importance of your work and of this fellow-
ship program to our nation. As a member of the jury
that selected the first group of Fellows for 1973, I can
give you a dramatic measure of the fellowship program’s
importance by describing two of the people chosen that
year. One was Michael Telson, who went on to become
the chief of staff at the House Budget Committee, and
through that role, over many years, promoted the
interest of science in the national budget. Another in
that first group was Jessica Mathews, who had just
recently received a degree in molecular biology from
Harvard. Mathews has gone on to do a variety of inter-
esting things. She currently heads one of our sister
organizations, the Carnegie Endowment for the
Advancement of International Peace, where she has
made an extraordinary contribution. The careers of
these two people illustrate the many ways in which sci-

entifically trained people can contribute to our national
welfare and our national debates. 

I also had the great pleasure of having Andrew
Clements as a post-doc in my lab in the 1990s. He
became a Fellow at the U.S. Agency for International
Development and decided that his very substantial
knowledge of microorganisms could best be used in the
service of world health. We were very proud of him for
making that choice and then continuing at USAID
where he is in the Asia and Near East Bureau. 

One final anecdote will underscore the importance of
the fellowship program as a means of informing the Con-
gress and shaping the scope of scientific research. In
1994,not that long ago, a new member of Congress was
approached by scientists trying to promote the interests
of the science budget and in particular the budget of the
National Institutes of Health (NIH). This congressman
turned to the scientists visiting him and said (I have par-
aphrased his remarks), “Look, in my district we don’t
need any money from the Federal government for doing
research. We have this wonderful medical school, and
they spend tens of millions of dollars every year doing
outstanding research. What do they need the NIH for?”
Sadly, he was completely ignorant of the source of those
funds for the medical school in his district. We still all
need to be sure that everyone in the nation knows the
many ways that science contributes to our country and
to the welfare of its citizens. And I wish you all very good
luck and a very good time at this wonderful celebration. 

We still all need to
be sure that
everyone in the
nation knows the
many ways that sci-
ence contributes to
our country and to
the welfare of its citi-
zens.
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I am delighted to be part of this short retrospective
session that will set the stage for looking forward. It
seems hardly possible that more than 30 years have
gone by since the program started. I don’t feel any older.
Today I only have time to give you the flavor of why and
how it all began. For those who would like to know
much more, I recommend a book that AAAS published
in 1994 by Jeffrey K. Stein, called Twenty Years of Sci-

ence in the Public Interest: A History of the Congres-

sional Science & Engineering Fellowship Program.

Although I consider myself fortunate to have been in
the right place at the right time with arguably the right
skills to help create the program, many, many people
have also contributed to the program’s success. I will

mention some of the
people and institutions
that were involved in the
beginning of the program.
More than 60 professional

scientific societies not only chose Fellows, but also
added insight in the development of selection criteria.
We also had busy people, such as Maxine Singer, who
were very willing to spend what amounted to days of
time in helping to select the Fellows. 

The program started with a great idea that came from
many sources. Because resources were tight when this
idea came to AAAS and the other societies, the program
actually started on a wing and a prayer. When you look
at the number of Fellows who have been in this pro-
gram, it is remarkable to consider that this program
almost didn’t begin at all. 

In this talk, I’ll speak about the origins of the pro-
gram, recognize some people who contributed to its
development, and provide an insight or two. 

The effort started as the Congressional Science and
Engineering Fellowship Program in 1972. The first set
of Fellows consisted of seven scientists and engineers.
There were advantages to being just seven Fellows. One
was that you could always find a room to meet in, and
we used to joke that we could meet in a telephone
booth. By using that terminology I realize that I date
myself since you can’t really find telephone booths any-
more. 

The idea that scientists could come to Congress and
provide useful information, perform a public service,
and make a difference sprang from many sources, but
primarily from two individuals: Frank von Hippel and
Joel Primack. Their thinking came out of something
with the unlikely name of SWOPSI, the Stanford Work-
shop on Political and Social Issues, and Joel’s subse-

Richard Scribner
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quent connection with the AAAS Committee on Sci-
ence and Promotion of Human Welfare (CSPHW) and
later an AAAS committee of young scientists. He com-
municated with people such as William T. Golden,
AAAS’s long-serving treasurer (1969–1999), about
whom you will hear much more as this symposium con-
tinues. Another AAAS Board member, Richard H. Bolt,
who was also an activist member of the CSPHW, played
a key role in fostering the start of the program. These
are people who were both practitioners and theorists
about moving AAAS more in the direction of making
more effective contributions to the area of science and
public policy. 

I found myself in the mix of discussions with all of
the individuals I have mentioned, and throughout this
time Bill Golden was doing a wonderful job of shuttle
diplomacy between the young scientists eager for
action, the board of directors eager for accountability,
and the AAAS staff eager for direction. Bill would come
to me often and ask very helpful questions. Ideas or sug-
gestions for the scientific community to engage in con-
tributing to help elected and appointed officials make
better policy based on science advice also came from
many members of Congress, including Emilio Daddario,
Morris Udall, Charles Mosher, and Mike McCormick,
to name just a few who publicly called for some form of
a Congressional Science Fellows Program. Scientific
societies themselves were also active in such discus-
sions. At the beginning of the program, there was the
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, the
American Physical Society, the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers, and the AAAS. I also want to
recognize one other person, Howard Minners, who was
essential in starting the AID fellows program within the
Diplomacy Fellows Program. 

AAAS had the critical crystallizing leadership role.
The then-executive officer, William Bevan, passionately
advocated many public policy initiatives under the Sci-
ence and Society programs. Unfortunately, almost as
soon as he started his tenure in 1970, he was hit with
very tight funding, as was his successor William D.
Carey, at least at the beginning of his tenure in 1975. So
new programs had a hard time actually moving forward
in such an environment. 

Bill Golden, board member and treasurer, played an
incredibly supportive role and gave the initial funds for
the AAAS Fellows as an anonymous gift. If my memory
serves me right, at critical times he also gave two other
gifts. So he came to the rescue of the program in many
ways, but financially three times. That leads me to men-
tion what I have called the conspiracy of the Bills: Bill
Golden, who gave the money anonymously, and then
Bill Bevan and subsequently Bill Carey, who would pre-
tend they didn’t know he gave the money to preserve
the request of anonymity. 

The program started well. AAAS received that first
year 100 applicants for its three Fellow positions, after
an application period of just 45 days. AAAS also
received nearly 100 expressions of interest from Con-
gress in having Fellows assigned to their offices. Then,
as if to bring us down to earth, early in the program we
heard many comments from naysayers, such as “You’ve
created a club of misfits” and “They’ll never be able to
return to research and never fit into the policy world.”
Perhaps the most memorable naysaying came from
some Senate staffers in the first orientation of the first
Fellows in the program, who said the Fellows would
“end up licking stamps in the back room.” I think you
only have to look at the history of the program and the
exceptional contributions of the first group of fellows to
realize their prediction not only didn’t come true, but
also that it did not deter the first Fellows. 

One very good piece of news for fellowship adminis-
trators today is that there is no longer a struggle with
financial support for most components of the fellowship
program. Another happy outcome is that the program’s
inherent value is now well established. In the early days
placing a value on one of the Fellows’ efforts could be
elusive. And I remember one of the early Fellows com-
menting to me, “My best value was not in what I
helped happen, although that was in fact considerable,
but what I prevented from happening.” And that is a
very hard thing to quantify. 

The Fellows from the first few years were the bold
pioneers, and they set out in those heady times, to par-
aphrase the words of Robert Frost, to take the path less
traveled by, and that has made all the difference. Fol-
lowing in their footsteps, many others made a differ-

The program’s
inherent value is now
well established.
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ence, too, and I wish there was time to mention
everyone. It’s been a huge collaborative effort of many,
many people and many organizations over this past 30
years. Al Teich, who follows me in today’s program, will
speak to the more recent years of the program and the
people who help build it after its early years. 



Albert H. Teich
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It’s really a great pleasure for me to be here today. Since
I have been at the AAAS more than 24 years, and I have
been responsible for the fellowship programs for about
20 of those years, I have seen these programs grow and
develop to become one of AAAS’s most important con-
tributions in the area of science and policy. I am proud
of what we have accomplished, and I want to share just
a few highlights with you. 

There are six points that I would like to emphasize.
First, the fellowship programs have produced a lasting

collaboration between AAAS and a wide array of
national science and engineering societies. From the
beginning we provided the umbrella, as has been
described, that encompassed all seven congressional
Fellows in the first class. We began with four societies
in 1973, AAAS, IEEE, APS, and ASME. The collabora-
tive relationship that
began with these organi-
zations has been one of
the great strengths of the
program. Over the years
more than 60 societies
have sponsored fellows,
and typically about 30 societies participate in a given
year. We all work together; we have agreed to common
standards; and we have shared in the creation of a
strong ethics policy. This collaboration has enormously
strengthened the fellowship programs. 

Second, the programs have provided a model that
many other agencies and governments have adopted.
The early success of the congressional program, as Dick
Scribner described, led to requests to develop policy fel-
lowship programs for executive branch agencies. Today,
we have nine federal agency programs, and two of
them—the diplomacy program and the environmental
program—have been around for more than 20 years.
There has also been an international impact. With our
help the Swiss government created a program that pro-
vides science policy fellows to work with the Swiss par-
liament. Sorry, Americans are not eligible for that as far
as we know. A similar effort is under way in Australia,
and the South African government has asked us to work
with them to develop a program in that country. 

Third, the great majority of the 1,600 scientists and
engineers, men and women, who have participated in
these programs have described their fellowship year as
one of the most significant experiences of their careers.
For about two-thirds of the fellows, the experience put
them on a different career path. Most of those who
have stayed in Washington are working directly in the

The fellowship programs
have produced a lasting
collaboration between
AAAS and a wide array
of national science and
engineering societies.
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world of science policy as members of congressional
staffs, executive branch agencies, or nonprofit organiza-
tions. For the remaining third who have returned to
academia, business, or industry, they approach their
jobs with broadened perspectives. Those who teach,
teach differently. Those who do research have a better
understanding of why they are not getting more money
for their research. Those who work in the private sector
often find themselves in government relations or similar
positions. 

Fourth, there have been some especially noteworthy
career outcomes from the fellowship program. One that
truly stands out is the career of physicist Rush Holt, who
was an American Physical Society congressional Fellow
in 1982–83, and in 1998 became the first former
Fellow elected to Congress. He represents the 12th dis-
trict of New Jersey, and we’re going to hear from him
later. During the Clinton administration’s second term,
three of the four associate directors of the White House
Office of Science and Technology Policy were former
AAAS fellows. Among the program’s alumni are presi-
dents and vice presidents of academic institutions,
industrial firms, at least one former ambassador, many
top officials at federal science agencies, chiefs of staff
and legislative directors of House and Senate offices and
committees, and leaders of national scientific and engi-
neering societies. 

Fifth, one of the reasons for the success of the fel-
lowship programs over all these years has been the par-
ticipation of such a fine group of people, who were
willing to make the move to become Fellows. But we
shouldn’t forget the hundreds of people, all of them vol-
unteers, who have participated in the selection com-
mittees over many years, and the outstanding people,
also mainly volunteers, who speak at the fine orienta-
tion program that our staff puts on every year. 

But, of course, the other reason for the success of
these programs has been the leadership of its directors
and the commitment of its staff. You have met Dick
Scribner, the first director of the program. You have
heard the names of Charles Mosher and Bill Wells, who
followed Dick for one year each. Steve Nelson holds the
record for longevity, having served as director for 15
years, and Claudia Sturges worked with the program for

17 years, the last five as its director. These individuals
found that work with the Fellows could be more than a
job. It’s an investment in the lives of the Fellows, and it
produces rewards that surpass the paycheck and the
fringe benefits that come with it. 

By the way, Bill Wells, in addition to directing the
program for a year, hosted Fellows when he was a sub-
committee staff director on Capitol Hill, and for nearly
the entire 30 years of the program he spoke at orienta-
tion. Bill is currently teaching in Beijing, China, but he
sent a message for this celebration, and I would like to
read part of it to you: “For some 30 years, working with
hundreds of you Fellows has been a spectacular high-
light and a wondrous reward of my career in public
service. The relationship has been two-way. I have been
affected in so many positive ways by you and had the
deep pleasure of becoming friends with so many of you.
My thoughts are with you on this day of celebration.” 

Finally, there is the question of what this all has
meant for science and science policy. I can demonstrate
the effect most easily by citing what I tell people, par-
ticularly in other countries, when they ask how AAAS
contributes to the relations between science, tech-
nology, and government. Many of these people assume
that since AAAS’s name says “Advancement of Science”
we are a lobbying organization. I tell them, “No, we
don’t lobby, not much, anyway, but we exert a long-
term influence—and a more important influence by
helping to improve the climate, the environment for sci-
ence and technology policy. Central to that effort are
the people who make the political connections between
policymakers and the scientific and engineering com-
munities.” And then I describe the fellowship programs
and how they have contributed to improving the policy
climate. In reality, though, what we have done so far is
just the beginning. So to all the Fellows here, the fel-
lowship staff, and the friends of the program, here’s to
30 more years. 

The great majority of
the 1,600 scientists
and engineers, men
and women, who
have participated in
these programs have
described their fel-
lowship year as one
of the most signifi-
cant experiences of
their careers.

 


