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Every state is founded on force,’ said Trotsky at Brest-Litovsk. That is indeed right. If no social 
institutions existed which knew the use of violence, then the concept of ‘state’ would be eliminated, 
and a condition would emerge that could be designated as ‘anarchy,’ in the specific sense of this 
word. Of course, force is certainly not the normal or the only means of the state—nobody says 
that—but force is a means specific to the state. Today the relation between the state and violence 
is an especially intimate one. 
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AN2106 and AN3106 Anthropology of Violence 

Subject at a Glance 

The following summary provides a quick reference to the most important aspects of this subject.  

Please make sure that you read all the details of the entire subject outline. 

 

Staff Contact Details  
 

 Name Room Phone Email Consultations* 

Subject 
Coordinator 

Rosita Henry DA4.113 07 47814231 Rosita.Henry@jcu.edu.au 
4-6pm 
Wednesdays 

Lecturer Rosita Henry DA4.113 07 47814231 Rosita.Henry@jcu.edu.au 
4-6pm 
Wednesdays 

Tutor Paul Reser AA4.119 07 47816404 Paul.Reser@jcu.edu.au TBA 

 As I am sometimes overwhelmed with the number of emails I need to deal with, it is preferable to see me personally 
during consultation hours or to catch me before or after the lecture. If you do need to contact me urgently by email 
please ensure that you include the subject code in the email subject line. 

Time Commitment 

In order to succeed at University you should allocate 10 – 12 hours per subject per week, which includes actual 
contact time as indicated below. Students sign up for a tutorial in the first week of classes via the online signup 
facility through Student Online. This will be made available after the first lecture. Except in exceptional 
circumstances, students must remain in that class. Exceptional circumstances include illness and public holidays. If 
possible, please arrange to attend an alternative class for that week only.  

 

 Time Day Room 

Lectures 2pm-4pm Wednesday DA005.001 

Tutorials 12noon-1pm Thursday DG258.004 

 10am-11am Friday DG258.004 

 11am-12noon Friday DG258.004 

    

Assessment Summary  

A summary of the assessable items is provided in the table below. Assessment details are presented later in this 
subject outline.  
 

Assessment Due date Weight Non/Invigilated* 

1. Tutorial Participation (includes tutorial presentation - 
8%)  

weekly 20% Non-invigilated 

2. Mid- Semester In Class Test (during the lecture in Week 7) 9
th

 April 30% Invigilated 

4. Critical Essay 1
st
  June 2009 50% Invigilated 

 
Invigilated assessment is assessment conducted in such a way that a member of staff of the University is 
thoroughly satisfied that the student is the author (including creator) of the work submitted for assessment. 

 

Students must achieve at least 40% average over all invigilated assessment to pass. 
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Subject Description 

Violence, its forms and controls, is fundamental to human social existence and is central to theories regarding the 
nature of humanity, society and the state. The anthropology of violence addresses these points from a comparative 
cross-cultural perspective. Emphasis is given to the situational nature of violence and human conflict with case 
studies of warfare, state-based violence, sexual violence, genocide and ethnic conflict. A key proposition in this 
subject is that attempts to define human violence as an aspect of a transcendental human nature—an element of 
what one might call human species-being—are wrongly confusing specific examples of humanity with humanity sui 
generis. Put another way, the subject addresses the question whether it is possible, when thinking about violence, 
to isolate human subjects from their social, cultural and historical situations. 

 

Subject Learning Outcomes  

Students who successfully complete this subject will: 
1. examine cross-cultural approaches to violence; 
2. explore in depth at least one major anthropological study of violence; 
3. consider the relationship between violence and human nature; 
4. understand the importance of violence in modern social theory 
 

Teaching and Learning in this Subject  

The nature of the subject content as well as the form of assessment in Anthropology of Violence requires students 
to develop their skills in reading, writing and verbal communication. In addition, students will learn to compare and 
contrast the different discursive styles of different knowledge systems as well as different cultural approaches to 
nature and meaning of violence. 
 
Violence and its concomitant suffering are fundamental human issues that have exercised great minds for millennia 
and informed the development of philosophy, social theory and religion. Therefore, students undertaking this 
subject will be exposed to critical concepts and thought and through this will enhance their own powers of critical 
thinking and cross-cultural understanding. 
 

Subject Resources  

A collection of readings for tutorials will be made available through Library Reserve online. These will be linked also 
to the LearnJCU site for the subject. Readings are specified in the Subject Calendar above. 
 
The essay will require students to read at least one major ethnographic text. The bookshop has ordered multiple 
copies of the following books. Students are required to choose only one:  
 

 Taylor, Christopher 1999. Sacrifice as Terror: the Rwandan Genocide of 1994. Berg Press. 
 

 Aretxaga, Begona 1997. Shattering Silence: Women, Nationalism and Political subjectivity in Northern Ireland. 
Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press 

 

 Trnka, Susanna 2008. State of Suffering: Political Violence and Community Survival in Fiji. Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press 

 

 Hutchinson, Sharon E. 1996. Nuer Dilemmas: Coping with Money, War, and the State.  
 

 Cowlishaw, Gillian 2004. Blackfellas Whitefellas and the Hidden Injuries of Race. Carlton, Vic.: Blackwell. 



School of Arts and Social Sciences  AN2106/3106   3 

 

 

Assessment Details  

Additional information about all aspects of Teaching and Learning in SASS – especially about assessment – is 

located on the SASS webpage  Teaching and Learning  T&L Information for Students. 

Assessment 1 Subject Outcome/s 

Related Content 
(Readings, learning 
activities, tutorials, 

lectures) 

Graduate Attribute/s 

Contribution tutorial 
discussion. This 
includes a student 
leading the discussion 
at least once during 
the semester with an 
oral presentation on 
that week’s reading/s. 
Students will be 
allocated their oral 
presentation topics 
during the tutorial in 
Week 1. 

See subject Calender 
for details on each 
topic. 

 

Students who 
successfully complete 
this assessment will: 
 

 examine cross-
cultural approaches 
to violence; 

 consider the 
relationship 
between violence 
and human nature; 

 understand the 
importance of 
violence in modern 
social theory 

 

 

 

See attached Subject 
Calender for  the relevant 
readings for each of the 

tutorial topics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 the ability to read 
complex and demanding 
texts accurately, critically 
and insightfully; 

 the ability to write clearly, 
coherently and creatively; 

 the ability to think 
critically, to analyse and 
evaluate claims, evidence 
and arguments, and to 
reason and deploy 
evidence clearly and 
logically; 

 the ability to work 
individually and 
independently.  

 the ability to use online 
technologies effectively 
and ethically. 

Due dates: Various  
Weighting: 20% (of this 8% will count towards your oral presentation). 
 

Assessment 2 Subject Outcome/s 

Related Content 
(Readings, learning 
activities, tutorials, 

lectures) 

Graduate Attribute/s 

Critical Essay 

No of words: 2,500  

(choose a topic from the  
list of essay topics 
provided below). 

 

Students who 
successfully complete 
this assessment will: 
 

 explore in depth at 
least one major 
anthropological 
study of violence; 

 examine cross-
cultural approaches 
to violence; 

 understand the 
importance of 
violence in modern 
social theory 

 

 

 

 

In addition to doing their 
own library research, 
students must base their 
essay around one of the 
following books: 

 Taylor, C.1999 

 Aretxaga, B.1997  

 Trnka, S. 2008  

 Hutchinson, S.1996  

 Cowlishaw, G. 2004 

 the ability to read 
complex and demanding 
texts accurately, critically 
and insightfully; 

 the ability to write clearly, 
coherently and creatively; 

 the ability to think 
critically, to analyse and 
evaluate claims, evidence 
and arguments, and to 
reason and deploy 
evidence clearly and 
logically; 

 the ability to work 
individually and 
independently; 

 the ability to reflect on 
and evaluate learning, 
and to learn 
independently in a self 
directed manner. 

Due date: 1st June 2009 
Weighting: 50% 
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Essay Topics 

In addition to doing you own library research, you must base your essay on the ethnography that you have chosen 
to read this semester. In addressing the essay topic, refer to the ethnography (see list below) but also to wider 
anthropological and other literature on that particular situation of violent conflict. In order to build your argument you 
may also choose to take a comparative perspective by refer to other ethnographic contexts: 

 Taylor, C.1999 

 Aretxaga, B.1997  

 Trnka, S. 2008  

 Hutchinson, S.1996  

 Cowlishaw, G. 2004 
 
Write a 2500 word essay on one of the following topics: 
 
1. Nuer society, made famous in the history of anthropological writing by the work of Evans-Pritchard, was a 

society deemed to be “stateless” for its lack of political leaders. In place of these forms of government, argued 
Evans-Pritchard, the Nuer social system functioned through feud, a sustained albeit low-level form of violence 
involving more a condition of violent possibility with occasional outbursts than constant violence. However, after 
Evans-Pritchard’s time in the Sudan, Nuer society was subject to an ongoing civil war between the south 
(largely Nuer and Dinka) and the Islamic north. Sharon Hutchinson describes this situation in her book Nuer 
Dilemmas (1996). Discuss the resilience of Nuer culture in the circumstances of civil war. 

 
2. A common feature of colonial violence, according to Fanon in his book The Wretched of the Earth, is self-

directed brutality from within the colonised population. In what ways might such violence manifest in countries 
with colonial histories and in what ways can an understanding of such violence inform its suppression? Focus 
on the particular post-colonial context of the ethnography you have chosen to read this semester. 

 
3. With reference to your chosen ethnography and at least one other ethnographic example, discuss some of the 

social processes through which violence is embodied, articulated, and/or silenced. 
 
4. Through an examination of ethnic conflict in one or more socio-cultural contexts, including that described in your 

chosen ethnography, consider how structural, symbolic, and state violence interrelate. 
 
5. Drawing on the ethnography you have chosen to read this semester as well as on at least one other 

ethnographic study, compare and contrast the different approaches which the authors have to violence. 
 
6. With reference to your chosen ethnography and at least one other ethnographic example, discuss the idea that 

violence necessary to the constitution and renewal of society. 
 
7. In December 1997, in the town of Bourke in rural Australia, a fight broke out among local Aborigines that turned 

into a full-blown riot after police intervened. In Blackfellas, Whitefellas, and the Hidden Injuries of Race (2004), 
Gillian Cowlishaw uses this incident as a means of examining how racialized violence plays itself out in 
Australia. Do Cowlishaw’s ideas help you to better understand the Palm Island and/or the Cronulla ‘riots’? If so, 
how? If not, why not? 

 
8. Humans have a great capacity for dealing with conflict without using violence. Discuss this statement (ie. the 

‘human potential for peace’) with reference to material drawn from the ethnography that you chose to read in full 
this semester and other relevant sources.  

 
9. Choose any current war or situation of violent conflict in the world today (eg Sri Lanka, Somalia, Afghanistan, 

Iraq) and interpret this conflict through the lens of the ethnography you have read this semester. In other words, 
discuss how the ethnography you have read helps you towards better understand the war zone you have 
chosen to cover.  
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Assessment Criteria : Written Assignments 

Student Name  

Date  Mark  
 

CONTENT (50%) 

Demonstrates a good understanding of the 
essay question and issues raised by the essay 
question 

HD D C P N The essay seems off point 

Evidence of having read and understood the 
relevant literature 

HD D C P N 
Little or no evidence of having read and 
understood the relevant readings 

Sources are well integrated and every point is 

clearly supported by strong evidence. 
HD D C P N 

Sources are not well integrated with the 
general discussion 

Accurate, and independent synthesis and 

critical evaluation of key points from the 
literature 

HD D C P N 
Simple restatement of the sources with little or 
no evidence of independent thinking or critical 
evaluation 

Appropriate use of examples to illustrate key 

points 
HD D C P N 

Lack or examples, or incorrect application of 
examples. 

ORGANISATION (15%) 

An inviting introduction draws the reader in; 
a satisfying conclusion leaves the reader with 
a sense of closure. 

HD D C P N 
There is no real attempt to set-up what 
follows, no real conclusion to wrap things up. 

Structure and sequence of ideas is logical 

and effective. 
HD D C P N 

There is no identifiable internal structure or 
sequence. 

WRITING SKILLS (15%) 

The writer demonstrates a good grasp of 
standard writing conventions (i.e. spelling, 
punctuation, grammar). 

HD D C P N 
Errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 
and grammar repeatedly distract the reader 
and make the text difficult to read. 

Words are specific and accurate. It is easy to 

understand just what the writer means. 
HD D C P N 

Poor word choice and/or spelling errors that 
distract from the content 

Sentences and paragraphs are well 

constructed, with natural flow/rhythm, and 
expressive, varied structure. 

HD D C P N 
Sentences and paragraphs are choppy, 
incomplete, rambling or awkward. 

REFERENCING (10%) 

Sources are appropriately cited in text HD D C P N 
Sources not identified in text or are not 
presented using APA style 

The reference list is presented alphabetically, 

using correct APA style 
HD D C P N 

The reference list is incomplete, references 
are poorly constructed or are not sorted 
alphabetically 

PRESENTATION (10%) 

Appropriate use of fonts and line spacing, 

pagination, and title page 
HD D C P N 

Poor choice in font style / size and line 
spacing are a major distraction; no pagination; 
no title page 

The length is within the parameters 

established for the task 
HD D C P N The essay is too short or too long. 

Overall Grade:  
 
Comment: 
 
 
Assessor’s Signature:  
 
Note that no individual result on an assessment task should be taken as an indication of the final grade for 
this subject. Official subject grades are released after the exam period on scheduled release dates (see 
http://www.jcu.edu.au/student/studyperiods/JCUDEV_015032.html), through StudentsOnline or eStudent. 
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Assessment Criteria : Tutorial Participation 

This rubric will be used in assessing the quality of your participation in the weekly tutorial discussion. 

Criteria Minimum  Basic  Good  Exemplary  

Participation in 12 
tutorial discussions 

12% 

 Attends and 
appears to be 
engaged in 
listening to the 
discussion. 

 Evidence of  
minimal 
preparation for 
tutorials (at least 
skimmed through 
one reading) 

 Joins but 
contributes little to 
tutorial group 
exercises  

 Provides on 
average at least 
one brief verbal 
comment per 
tutorial 

 Responses rarely 
provoke new 
thinking or further 
discussion 

 Demonstrates 
some 
understanding of  
the readings 

 Contributes to 
tutorial group 
exercises in a 
manner respectful 
or other 
participants; 

 

 Provides on 
average at least 
one comment per 
tutorial that clearly 
addresses the 
discussion topic 

 Reveals a good 
understanding of 
the reading/s as 
evidenced by 
participation in 
group discussions 

 Is a good team 
player in tutorial 
group exercises 

 

 Provides on 
average several 
comments per 
tutorial that clearly 
and insightfully 
address the 
discussion topic 

 Reveals an 
insightful 
understanding of 
the readings as 
evidenced by 
thoughtful 
responses and 
questions in group 
discussions 

 Interacts  and 
debates 
generously with 
other participants; 
is an excellent 
team player in 
group exercises 

Tutorial Oral 
Presentation  

8%  

 Misinterprets the 
reading or fails to 
synthesize it with 
the question 

 Relies on own 
opinion 

 Forms limited 
conclusions based 
on limited 
understanding of 
the reading/s 

 Does not succeed 
in engaging the 
audience (eg. 
rapidly reads paper 
and does not make 
eye contact)  

 

 

 Makes errors in 
interpreting reading 
and/or ineffectively 
synthesizes the 
information with the 
question 

 Summarizes the 
reading; but does 
misses the  key 
point/s of the 
reading 

 Presents clearly and 
in an engaging 
manner. (eg may 
read paper but looks 
up often and is able 
to capture audience 
attention)  

 Accurately 
interprets reading 
and concisely 
synthesizes it with 
the question 

 Summarizes well 
the main points of 
the reading 

 Proposes 
questions for class 
discussion or 
debate 

 Captures attention 
and leads 
audience into 
tutorial discussion 
(eg makes some 
attempt to talk to 
the paper rather 
than read it word 
for word) 

 Interprets reading in 
accurate and 
insightful ways. 

 Reads more widely 

 Provides a creative 
synthesis  

 Critical analysis of 
the reading and the 
author’s conclusions 

 Offers new insights 

 Proposes insightful  
questions for class 
discussion or 
debate 

 Engages the 
audience and 
successfully  leads 
the audience  into a 
lively and thoughtful  
tutorial discussion  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note that no individual result on an assessment task should be taken as an indication of the final grade for 
this subject. Official subject grades are released after the exam period on scheduled release dates (see 
http://www.jcu.edu.au/student/studyperiods/JCUDEV_015032.html), through StudentsOnline or eStudent. 
Students should also be aware that raw scores may be scaled prior to the awarding of an overall grade.
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Submission and Return of Written Assignments 

All written assignments are to be submitted via the Safe Assignment facility on the LearnJCU site for this subject. 
Information on how to submit your assignment is available through LearnJCU. There is a tutorial on the site which 
will help you at: 

You must type out a cover sheet and attach it to your assignment (as the first page of the file). Your cover sheet 
must include the following information: your name, student number, essay topic (as provided in the subject outline), 
a title (ie the title that you yourself give to the paper), word length, date of submission.  

 
You should always retain a copy of all assignments submitted. 

For more guidelines about assignment presentation, deadlines and extensions, please refer to 
http://www.jcu.edu.au/sass/tli/student/index.htm 

 
Except under exceptional circumstances, assignments will be marked and returned via email no later than three 
weeks after the submission date. 

Plagiarism, Referencing and Cheating 

Referencing is a systematic way of acknowledging sources used. For a complete guide to the APA referencing 
style required in this subject, please refer to http://www.library.jcu.edu.au/LibraryGuides/apa.shtml  
 
Plagiarism occurs when writers claim ownership of written words or ideas that are not their own. 
Plagiarism is a form of cheating and any instances of plagiarism will be dealt with promptly according to 
University procedures. Please check http://www.jcu.edu.au/policy/student/rights/JCUDEV_005375.html  

Other JCU and School Policies and Guidelines Relevant to this Subject 

Important policy information is available for all students at the following website 
http://www.jcu.edu.au/sass/tli/student/index.htm  
Information is provided in relation to the following; 

 Contacts for student support 

 Email etiquette 

 Exam Procedures 

 Learn JCU Fast Guides for students 

 Links to JCU Policies Relating to Assessment, Teaching and Learning 

 Summary from AT&L policies at JCU 

 Appealing your Assignment Grade 

 Avoiding Plagiarism  

 Cover Sheets for Assignments 

 Formatting and Submitting Assignments 

 Return of Assignments 

 Applying for Extension for Assignments 

 Penalties for Late Submission of Assignments 

 Absence from Assessable Activities 

Subject and Teaching Feedback 

For general information about processes for student feedback and grievances at JCU, students should consult 
http://www.jcu.edu.au/student/feedback/index.htm  

 

Student feedback is one way of gaining recognition of subject and teaching strengths, and provides information on 
areas that may need further development or change. JCU provides two formal mechanisms for you to provide 
feedback about your subjects and instructors: Student Feedback about Teaching (SFT) and Student Feedback 
about Subjects (SFS). The SFT is paper-based, and is conducted at the request of your lecturer or tutor and 
usually occurs in the latter weeks of semester. The SFS is available to all students through StudentsOnline towards 
the end of each study period. You can view a sample of the SFS at 

 www.jcu.edu.au/office/tld/teacheval/SFSexample.htm.  

SASS staff value and appreciate student feedback as a source of evidence about the quality of our teaching and 
courses so you are strongly encouraged to provide considered feedback for each of your subjects.  

http://www.jcu.edu.au/sass/tli/student/index.htm
http://www.library.jcu.edu.au/LibraryGuides/apa.shtml
http://www.jcu.edu.au/policy/student/rights/JCUDEV_005375.html
http://www.jcu.edu.au/sass/tli/student/index.htm
http://www.jcu.edu.au/office/tld/teacheval/SFSexample.htm
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Additional Student Support  

 

Support Needed Who to Contact 

Information for Current Students www.jcu.edu.au/student/ 

Accommodation www.jcu.edu.au/accommodation/ 

Childcare www.jcu.edu.au/student/JCUDEV_007404.html 

Computers, IT, Library and Email www.library.jcu.edu.au/InfoHelp/ Nicole Johnston in Tsv, and Bronwen Forster in Cairns 

Equity and diversity www.jcu.edu.au/studentequity/ 

Students with disabilities www.jcu.edu.au/office/disability 

Indigenous students http://www.jcu.edu.au/studying/indigenous/indig_support.html 

Employment www.jcu.edu.au/careers/ 

Enrolment Faculty Student Office www.jcu.edu.au/flbca/JCUDEV_003755.html 

Exams www.jcu.edu.au/student/assessment/ 

Financial Student Loans www.jcu.edu.au/student/Loans/studentloans/ 

International Student International Student Centre www.isc.jcu.edu.au/ 

Personal / Emotional Support Counselling Service www.jcu.edu.au/student/counselling/ 

Spiritual Support Multifaith Chaplaincy Service www.jcu.edu.au/office/tld/chapel/ 

Learning Skills / Language Help Language & Learning Services www.jcu.edu.au/studying/services/studyskills/ 

 

Equity Statement 
 
James Cook University is committed to encouraging equity and diversity. In particular, JCU aims to provide an 
optimal learning environment to students from a variety of backgrounds: 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Students 

 People from rural and isolated areas 

 People from low socio-economic backgrounds 

 People with disabilities 

 People from Non-English Speaking Backgrounds. 
 
Information relating to scholarships, bursaries and services is available at www.jcu.edu.au/studentequity, or by free 
call 1800 300 064. 
 
 
 

http://www.jcu.edu.au/student/
http://www.jcu.edu.au/accommodation/
http://www.jcu.edu.au/student/JCUDEV_007404.html
http://www.library.jcu.edu.au/InfoHelp/
http://www.jcu.edu.au/studying/indigenous/indig_support.html
http://www.jcu.edu.au/careers/
http://www.jcu.edu.au/flbca/JCUDEV_003755.html
http://www.jcu.edu.au/student/assessment/
http://www.jcu.edu.au/student/Loans/studentloans/
http://www.isc.jcu.edu.au/
http://www.jcu.edu.au/student/counselling/
http://www.jcu.edu.au/office/tld/chapel/
http://www.jcu.edu.au/studying/services/studyskills/
http://www.jcu.edu.au/studentequity
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Subject calendar 

 

Week /Date 

  

Lecture 
Tutorial Readings  (NB. Tutorials relate to the 
topic covered in the previous week’s lecture) 

Tutorials 

 

1 

 

Feb 23 

 
On Violence: An 
Introduction 
 
 

 Eller, JD 2006. Violence and Culture: A 
Cross-Cultural and Interdisciplinary 
Approach. Belmont, CA Thomson 

Wadsworth [Ch 1] 

No tutorial 
Self Reflection/Independent Learning Exercise: 

 After doing the exercise on pp. 2-3 of Eller (2006), consider your own 
perspective on the problem of violence. Do you subscribe to a 
particular view on human nature and hence on human violence?  

 

2 

 

March 2 

Theories on Violence 
A history of theories on 
violence (with a focus on 
Melanesia); Case Study: the 
Manambu,  Sepik, PNG 
 
 
 
 

 Howell, S. & Willis, R. 1989. Societies at 
Peace: Anthropological Perspectives. 
London: Routledge [Intro] 

 Rosaldo, R. 1989. Grief and the 
headhunter’s rage. In Rosaldo, R. (ed) 
Culture and Truth: The Remaking of 
Social Analysis. Boston: Beacon Press. 

Tutorial discussion topics: 

 Does the approach of Howell & Willis run the risk of accepting the 
validity of another’s violence?  

 According to Rosaldo, one of the most impassioned forms of violence 
stems from the uncontrollable anger that arises at the sheer futility 
and absurdity of human tragedy.  Does Rosaldo’s account of the 
relationship between grief and headhunting among the Ilongot provide 
a comparative means for better understanding how you, or people you 
know, deal with grief? 

 

3 

March 9 

 

Relationship between War 
and Peace 
‘Two sides of the Coin’: 
Ceremonial Exchange and 
Warfare in Highlands, PNG 

 Harrison, S. 1993. The Mask of War: 
Violence, Ritual and the Self in 
Melanesia. Manchester: MUP [Ch.1] 

 Roscoe, P. 1996. War and society in 
Sepik New Guinea. JRAI 2(4):645-666 

Tutorial discussion topic: 

 Discuss Roscoe’s critique of Harrison’s argument in The Mask of War. 
Harrison argued that notions of personhood in the Sepik region are 
very different from Western conceptions and engender quite different 
attitudes to sociality and war. What does Roscoe argue? 

 

4 March 16 

Peacemaking and 
International Development 

Truth and Reconciliation 
Commissions 

 

 Henry, R. 2005. ‘Smoke in the Hills, 
Gunfire in the Valley’: War and Peace in 
the Western Highlands, Papua New 
Guinea. Oceania 75(4): 431-443 

 Suhrke, A. and Chaudhary, TW. 2009. 
Conflict and Development. In Haslam et 
al. Introduction to International 
Development. Don Mills, Ontario: Oxford 
University Press, pp. 384-405 

Tutorial discussion topics: 

 Summarise the various strategies the Western Highlanders have 
employed to achieve peaceful resolution of disputes in the context of 
contemporary tribal warfare. 

 Think about the role of truth and reconciliation commissions in 
peacemaking. What are the strengths and limitations of such 
strategies? 

 What are the implications of the term ‘conflict and development’ versus 
‘conflict in development’?  

 

5 

 

March 23 

Trauma 
The Psycho-cultural Study 
of Trauma Resulting from 
Social Conflict 

 

Lecturer: Dr Robin Rodd 

 

 Sorabji, Cornelia 2006. Managing 
memories in post-war Sarajevo: 
individuals, bad memories, and new wars. 
Journal of the Royal Anthological Institute 
(NS) 12:1-18 

There are no face to face tutorials this week. Students are asked to 
contribute to the Discussion Board via LearnJCU on one of the following 
topics: 

 With reference to Sorabji, discuss the idea that ‘traumatic’ 
experiences in previous generations, or during wartime, leave 
permanent psychic scars whose repercussions continue to be felt 
down the generations. 
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6 

 

March 30 

Civil War 

Nuer Dilemmas: Civil War in 
Sudan 

 

 

 

 

 Hutchinson, S.E. 2000. Nuer ethnicity 
militarised. Anthropology Today 16(3):6-
13 

OR 

 Hutchinson, S.E.  1996. Nuer Dilemmas: 
Coping with Money, War, and the State. 
Berkeley: University of California Press 
[Ch 3 ‘Guns, Warfare, and the State]. 

Tutorial discussion topics: 
 

 Discuss the impact of the civil war on regional patterns of feuding and 
fighting among the Nuer.  

 What does Hutchinson have to say about the resilience of Nuer 
culture in the circumstances of such an ongoing civil war? 

  

 

 

7 

 

April 6 

Culture and Cosmology 
The Cosmology of Terror in 
Rwanda 

 
 
Class Test (30%) 

Students will spend the 
last 30 minutes of the 
lecture time writing 6 
short answers to 
questions relating to the 
lectures in Weeks 1 – 6 

 Taylor, C. 1999.  Sacrifice as Terror: The 
Rwandan genocide of 1994. Oxford: Berg 
Press. [Chapter 3 ‘The Cosmology of 
Terror’] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tutorial discussion topics: 

 

 What does Taylor mean by “the cosmology of terror”? In what ways 
does he interpret the violence of the Rwandan genocide as an 
expression of cultural beliefs and practices?  

 Discuss the relationship between Rwandan popular medicine and 
expressions of violence.  
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April 13 

State Terror 

The Cosmology of 
Buddhism, the Pali 
Chronicles and the Ontology 
of Evil in Sri Lanka 

Guest Lecturer:  

Dr Roshan de Silva  

 Roberts, Michael 2005. Saivite 
symbolism, sacrifice and Tamil Tiger rites. 
Social Analysis 49:67-93. 

 Whitaker, Mark P. 1997. Tigers and 
temples: The politics of nationalist and 
non-modern violence in Sri Lanka. South 
Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies 
20(1):201 - 214 

Tutorial discussion topics: 
 

 Do the articles by Roberts and Whitaker provide you with a better 
understanding of violence in Sri Lanka and the actions of suicide 
bombers? 

 
 

 
April 20 
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April 27 

Spatial and Embodied 
Formations of Violence 

Northern Ireland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Sweeney, George 1993. Self-immolation 
in Ireland: Hungerstrikes and political 
confrontation. Anthropology Today 
9(5):10-14 

 Aretxaga, Begona 1997. Shattering 
Silence: Women, Nationalism, and 
Political Subjectivity in Northern Ireland. 
Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton 
University Press [Ch 6 ‘The power of 
sexual difference: Armagh women’] 

Tutorial discussion topics: 
 

 Discuss the potency of the hunger strike and other bodily tactics as 
political weapons.  

 Compare and contrast self-immolation and self sacrifice among Tamil 
Tigers with that of the Irish Republicans. 
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May 4 

Riots 
South Asia and Australia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Cowlishaw, Gillian 2004. Blackfellas, 
Whitefellas and the Hidden Injuries of 
Race. Carlton, Vic.: Blackwell [Ch 6 
‘Violence’] 

 Lattas, Andrew 2007. ‘They always seem 
to be angry’: The Cronulla riot and the 
civilising pleasures of the sun. The 
Australian Journal of Anthropology 
18(3):300-319 

Tutorial discussion topics: 
 

 How does Cowlishaw analyse and explain the racial politics of 
violence in places like Bourke?  

 Discuss Lattas’s account of the Cronulla riot. What is his argument 
concerning the public culture of anti-racism? 
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May 11 

The Violence of Everyday 
Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Scheper-Hughes, Nancy 1992. Death 
without Weeping: the Violence of 
Everyday Life in Brazil. Berkeley: 
University of California Press [Ch.6 
“Everyday Violence: Bodies, Death, and 
Silence”] 

 Green, Linda 1995. Living in a state of 
fear. In Nordstrom, C & Robben, A. (eds). 
Fieldwork under Fire: Contemporary 
Studies of Violence and Survival. 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 
pp.105-122 

Tutorial discussion topics: 
 

 With reference to Scheper-Hughes (1992) discuss examples of ‘the 
violence of everyday life’. 

 Providing examples, explain Green’s (1995:108) statement: ‘The 
routinization of terror is what fuels its power’. 
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May 18 

Violence, Human Rights 
and the Role of 
Anthropology: A 
Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Speed, S. 2006. At the Crossroads of 
Human Rights and Anthropology: Toward 
a Critically Engaged Activist Research. 
American Anthropologist 108:66-76. 

 Rohde, David 2008. Army enlists 
anthropology in war zones. In Podolefsky 
et.al. (eds). Applying Cultural 
Anthropology: An Introductory Reader. 
New York: McGraw Hill, pp189-191 

 
Read also the material posted on the following 
websites regarding ‘the militarization of 
anthropology’: 
http://www.aaanet.org/press/an/0207/thu.html 
http://www.aaanet.org/stmts/humanrts.htm 
http://www.aaanet.org/press/PR20061211.htm 

Discussion Topic:  
This tutorial is designed as a group exercise. We will organise the groups 
in the first tutorial. The objective is for each group to find as much as 
possible about an individual who has been subject to human rights abuses 
such as a political prisoner, a victim of torture or a detained illegal 
immigrant. The first aim is to make this ‘victim’ more human. The second 
aim is to think about the role of anthropology (and other professional 
disciplines, such as psychology) in relation to such human rights issues, 
and in relation to military operations.    
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May 25 

There will be no face to face 
lecture this week.  Materials 
will be posted on the 
LearnJCU site. 

 
 No tutorial – Students should spend this time working on their essays. 
 

 

http://www.aaanet.org/press/an/0207/thu.html
http://www.aaanet.org/stmts/humanrts.htm
http://www.aaanet.org/press/PR20061211.htm

