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American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS): Since 2005, the AAAS Geospatial 
Technologies Project has used geographic technologies such as remote sensing, GIS, GPS, and VGI to 
advance research and documentation capabilities across the fields of human rights, humanitarian 
response, cultural heritage, environmental justice, and human security. 
http://www.aaas.org/geotech 
 
American Schools of Oriental Research (ASOR): The “Cultural Heritage Monitor” is an initiative 
of ASOR to create an “anonymous crowdsourcing tool” that encourages participants to 
“anonymously report cultural heritage damage, threats, and looted/stolen cultural property by 
submitting photos (or screenshots), brief descriptions, and locational information.” 
http://www.culturalheritagemonitor.org/en 
 
Amnesty International: Both alone and in partnership with organizations like AAAS, Amnesty 
International has used satellite images for human rights research and advocacy for most of a 
decade. Recent efforts that demonstrate the possibilities of this technology include using imagery as 
a warning tool for conflict escalation in Aleppo, Syria. 
http://www.amnestyusa.org/research/science-for-human-rights/remote-sensing-for-human-
rights 
 
Arabic Network for Human Rights Information (ANHRI): In 2011, the Arabic Network for 
Human Rights Information released a “geotagging guide” entitled “Geographical tagging for civil 
society organizations and activists.” The guide is targeted at the beginners and those with limited 
experience using social networks, and explains how to use technology to tag geographic features, 
along with an explanation of how to create free interactive maps through a website using the 
Ushahidi platform. http://anhri.net/?p=101183 
 
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK): Since 2003, HRNK has published reports 
on the human rights situation in North Korea, many of which rely on satellite imagery to document 
the evolution and functioning of that state’s political prison camps. https://www.hrnk.org/ 
 
CrisisCommons seeks to advance and support the use of open data and volunteer technology to 
catalyze innovation in crisis management and global development. CrisisCommons actively 
supports CrisisCamp, an event which seeks to connect a global network of volunteers who use 
creative problem solving and open technologies to help people and communities in times and 
places of crisis. https://crisiscommons.org/ 
 
CrowdGlobe: CrowdGlobe is an initiative of Internews highlighting deployments and research in 
the Information and Communication Technology (ICT) field on how to strategically and effectively 
deploy mapping technology for crowdsourced projects in the field of emergency response, political 
engagement, and civic programs. http://crowdglobe.net/ 
 
Digital Democracy: Digital Democracy empowers marginalized communities to use technology to 
defend their rights. Examples of this work include the use of UAVs to help indigenous communities 
create maps of their territory to defend their ancestral lands against extractive industries, and the 
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deployment of simple, open-source tools to create maps in areas that lack Internet connectivity. 
http://www.digital-democracy.org/ 
 
DigitalGlobe: Tomnod is a crowdsourcing platform developed by DigitalGlobe that allows web-
connected volunteers around the globe to crowdsource solutions to real-world problems, such as 
helping disaster response teams or mapping population. Past projects have included mapping 
earthquakes in Chile and Nepal, and wildfires in South Africa. http://www.tomnod.com/ 
 
Follow the Pots: Follow the Pots studies how archaeologists, local residents, looters, middlemen, 
museum administrators, government officials, antiquities dealers, and collectors think about, 
acquire, and use pots and other grave goods from Early Bronze Age burial sites. To detect looting, 
the project relies heavily on imagery from UAVs. http://followthepotsproject.org/ 
 
GeoTag-X: A crowdsourcing research project set up by the United Nations Institute for Training 
and Research’s Operational Satellite Applications Programme (UNITAR-UNOSAT), GeoTag-X aims 
to help disaster relief efforts on the ground to plan a response by asking volunteers to 
analyze photos taken in disaster-affected areas. http://geotagx.org/ 
 
GISCorps: GISCorps coordinates short term, volunteer based GIS services to underprivileged 
communities around the world. Its goals are to improve the well being of developing and 
transitional communities through the effective use of spatial information technologies. Applications 
include, but are not limited to, supporting humanitarian relief, enhancing environmental analysis, 
and supporting community development. http://www.giscorps.org/ 
 
Harassmap: A crowdsourced map that aims to end the social accepatabilty of sexual harassment. 
Beginning in Egypt, HarassMap uses the Ushahidi platform to give women a way to anonymously 
report incidences of sexual harassment as soon as they happen, using a text message from their 
mobile phone. http://harassmap.org/en/ 
 
Harvard Humanitarian Initiative (HHI): Through its Signal Program, HHI works to advance the 
safe, ethical, and effective use of information technologies by communities of practice during 
humanitarian and human rights emergencies. Similarly, HHI’s Crisis Mapping Program examines 
the impact of crisis mapping, geospatial and crowd sourcing technologies to prepare for, mitigate, 
and respond to emergencies. http://hhi.harvard.edu/ 
 
Healthsites.io: A global initiative to put every health facility in the world on the map to strengthen 
health systems. We’re building the tools and community to share and update health facility data. 
We work with the OpenStreetMap community to bring together citizens and national health 
agencies to make health facility data open and accessible to improve health systems around the 
world. Anyone can contribute to Healthsites. Join partners like the Humanitarian OpenStreetMap 
Team, the International Committee of the Red Cross, Medecins Sans Frontières, the International 
Hospital Federation and others to support health facility mapping projects or update and validate 
existing health facility information. https://healthsites.io/  
 
Humanitarian Information Unit (HIU): A division of the U.S. Department of State, the 
Humanitarian Information Unit has launched “MapGive” and “Imagery to the Crowd” (IttC), which 
are designed to make it easy for new volunteers to learn to map and get involved in online tasks. 
IttC publishes high-resolution commercial satellite imagery purchased by the United States 
Government, in a format that volunteers easily map into OpenStreetMap, helping to address 
significant data gaps for humanitarian and development needs. http://mapgive.state.gov/ 
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Humanitarian OpenStreetMap Team (HOT): The Humanitarian OpenStreetMap Team applies the 
principles of open source and open data sharing for humanitarian response and economic 
development. HOT develops several open source programs and applications to leverage 
collaborative mapping and the use of new technologies in the field of geographic information for 
humanitarian aid. http://hotosm.org/ 
 
Humanitarian Tracker: Humanitarian Tracker is a non-profit organization that offers tools, 
methods, and training by which citizen journalists can share reports of what they witness on the 
ground, worldwide, about human rights violations, disease spread, rape, conflicts, or disasters. The 
organization’s staff attempts to verify this crowdsourced information against either official sources 
or other citizen reports. http://www.humanitariantracker.org/ 
 
Human Rights Watch (HRW): Human Rights Watch has used crowdsourcing to investigate mass 
violence in Kyrgyzstan by aggregating reports received via SMS. Similarly, at the end of Sri Lanka’s 
civil war in 2009, HRW conducted detailed interviews with unverified sources via satellite phone 
and compared the information received against each other as well as Red Cross reports. 
http://www.hrw.org 
 
International Network of Crisis Mappers: CrisisMappers is an international community of 
experts, practitioners, policymakers, technologists, researchers, journalists, scholars, hackers and 
skilled volunteers engaged at the intersection of humanitarian crises, new technology, crowd-
sourcing, and crisis mapping. Technologies leveraged include participatory maps, crowdsourced 
event data, aerial and satellite imagery, and statistical models. http://crisismappers.net/ 
 
MELODIES: The MELODIES project is a European initiative to develop innovative and sustainable 
services based upon Open Data, combining Earth Observation data with other data sources to 
produce new information for the benefit of scientists, industry, governments, public service 
providers and citizens. Among these services is the The Customised Crisis, Disaster, and Risk 
Mapping service, which endeavours to take advantage of geospatial information content being 
produced by social media channels that can be extracted and integrated with other information 
sources such as remotely sensed imagery and thematic maps. 
http://www.melodiesproject.eu/about 
 
MicroMappers: MicroMappers is a collection of free and open source microtasking apps 
specifically customized and optimized for digital disaster response. Built on a free and open source 
platform developed in partnership with the United Nations, MicroMappers allows organizations to 
crowdsource the analysis of aerial data, as well as tagging tweets that link to multimedia that 
captures disaster damage. http://micromappers.org/ 
 
Movements: Movements is a crowdsourcing platform which connects dissidents in closed societies 
with individuals around the world with skills to help. It is aimed at activists and individuals 
dedicated to defending and expanding human rights. https://www.movements.org/ 
 
Physicians for Human Rights (PHR): In partnership with AAAS, PHR has used remote sensing to 
investigate allegations of mass graves in Afghanistan, as well as the targeting of hospitals in Syria.  
 
Project EPIC: An initiative of the University of Colorado, Project EPIC is a multi-disciplinary, multi-
university, multi-lingual research effort to support the information needs by members of the public 
during times of mass emergency. Among other questions, it endeavors to determine what can be 
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learned about the protective decisions a person makes regarding their physical location from his or 
her geo-located Twitter activity. http://www.townsendjennings.com/Twitter-Evacuation-
Patterns/about/ 
 
Rekrei: Rekrei is a crowdsourced project to collect photographs of monuments, museums, and 
artifacts damaged by natural disasters or human intervention, and to use those data to create 3D 
representations and help to preserve our global, shared, human heritage. https://projectmosul.org/ 
 
Satellite Sentinel Project (SSP): A partnership between the Enough Project and DigitalGlobe, SSP 
uses remote sensing to monitor Sudan and South Sudan, assess the human security situation, 
identify potential threats to civilians, and detect, deter and document war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. http://www.satsentinel.org/ 
 
Standby Taskforce: The Standby Task Force is a global network of trained and experienced 
volunteers working together online to provide volunteer online digital responses to humanitarian 
crises, local emergencies, and issues of local or global concern. Their responses have included crisis 
mapping, information management, and remote assessments. 
http://www.standbytaskforce.org/ 
 
TerraWatchers: TerraWatchers is a web portal that provides web-based, crowdsourced satellite 
image monitoring and overwatch tools for critical missions related to current events, including 
cultural heritage monitoring in conjunction with ASOR. http://terrawatchers.org/ 
 
UAViators: The Humanitarian UAV Network is an initiative to promote the safe, coordinated and 
effective use of UAVs for data collection, cargo delivery and communication services in a wide range 
of humanitarian and development settings. Comprising over 2,400 members in 80+ countries, the 
network actively promotes operational safety, documents lessons learned, promotes community 
engagement, and educates UAV operators. http://uaviators.org/ 
 
UNOSAT: UNITAR’s Operational Satellite Applications Programme, UNOSAT, is a technology-
intensive program delivering imagery analysis and satellite solutions to relief and development 
organizations within and outside the UN system to help make a difference in critical areas such 
as humanitarian relief, human security, strategic territorial and development 
planning. http://www.unitar.org/unosat/ 
 
Ushahidi: Ushahidi is a location-aware data collection, management, and visualization system, first 
developed to map reports of violence in Kenya after the post-election violence in 2008. Since then it 
has been used by numerous organizations worldwide in applications from human rights to 
environmental management. http://www.ushahidi.com/ 
 
Women Under Siege: A live, crowdsourced map of rape in Syria, created in conjunction with 
Columbia University’s Mailman School of Public Health, the Syrian-American Medical Society, and 
Syrian activists and journalists. It is intended to document and collect data to figure out where and 
how women and men are being violated in Syria’s war, and by whom. 
https://womenundersiegesyria.crowdmap.com/ 
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